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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
Spring officially starts on March 21, but in Phoenix our
temperatures and weather have been “spring-like” for many
weeks now. While the rest of the country thaws out from a
severe winter, those of us in Maricopa County are enjoying the
blooming Sonoran Desert, spring training baseball and golfing.
Along with our wildflower hikes and warm weather, Maricopa
County experiences some of the lowest seasonal patterns in
victimization trends in the spring months of February, March
and April.
Crime in Arizona, the annual compilation of crime statistics
prepared by the Arizona Department of Public Safety, reports
that in Arizona these spring months typically record the fewest
number of murders all year; the lowest number of motor vehicle
thefts and fewer aggravated assaults than any other time of year.
National crime statistics from the Bureau of Justice Statistics
Seasonal Patterns in Criminal Victimization Trends report illustrates
similar patterns.
Nationally, motor vehicle theft rates in the spring are generally
significantly lower than summer or winter rates. Additionally,
violent crime rates are higher in the fall and winter than in
the spring. Household property victimization rates across the
country are also lowest in the spring.
MCAO seeks to continue this trend with some of our signature
public safety events such as the Citizen Safety Forum, MEGA
Shred-A-Thon and DUI prevention campaigns that occur each
spring. In this issue you’ll find information about how you can
participate and keep crime rates low in our community by not
becoming a victim.
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Bill Montgomery

Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney

Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

2017 Citizen Safety Forums
Offer Free Safety Education
Registrations are now being accepted for the Maricopa County Attorney’s
Office 2017 Citizen Safety Forums coming up this month in the East
Valley and in early April for the West Valley. Residents will have an
opportunity to learn about crime prevention and other safety tips
from local experts. This half-day event provides a series of educational
sessions on a range of crime prevention topics including local crime
trends, how to steer clear of fraud artists and protect against vehicle theft,
as well as an in-depth look at the growing opioid epidemic.
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Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery will give a keynote address at the
forums and answer questions from participants. “Our goal is to provide residents with the information
they need to avoid becoming a victim of a crime. I encourage everyone to take advantage of the free
education and information presented at the Citizen Safety Forum and to share what they learn with their
friends, families and neighbors,” said Montgomery.
The 2017 Citizen Safety Forum will be offered at locations in the East and West Valley on the following
dates:

Thursday, March 30

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Crescent Crown Distributing
1640 West Broadway Road
Mesa, AZ 85202

Monday, April 17

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Sagebrush Ballroom
Sun City Grand Recreation Center
19789 North Remington Drive
Surprise, AZ 85374

Registration is required, and a complimentary lunch will be served. To learn more and to register now,
please visit: MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/CSF

“Court” is in session: the NCAA Final Four
arrives in Phoenix this month
At the end of this month, crowds of sports fans, media personalities, athletes, and yes criminals too,
will begin descending on Phoenix – in excess of 100,000 people each day – for the 78th NCAA Final Four
Division I basketball tournament. Along with the crowds of people and heavy traffic that will visit the
University of Phoenix Stadium in Glendale for the games, these same mobs of people will also converge
in downtown Phoenix for the related “Fan Fest,” a music festival and a much-anticipated dribble
competition that leads up to the tournament.
Large crowds of people unfamiliar with an area, coupled with loud music and alcohol can create an
environment for violent activity and criminals. Trafficking, DUIs, prostitution, counterfeiting and
aggravated assault calls typically increase during these kinds of large sporting events. And other offenses
like solicitation, drug possession, burglaries and shoplifting increase too. Eddie Johnson, Director of the
Research & Planning unit at the MCAO agrees, “The Final Four basketball tournament is an excellent
opportunity for our team of crime analysts to conduct deep dives into the potential for criminal activity
surrounding these major sporting events to better understand them, identify any emerging trends, and

capture that information for future analysis. As we continue to implement the Intelligence Focused
Prosecution model, it allows us to improve and refine our expertise in providing critical and unique
support for the impact these events have on the MCAO. This event allows us to focus the collective
resources on one goal: reducing all crime but especially violent crime, through timely information sharing
and analysis, and close coordination with law enforcement and community stakeholders.”
This year the Phoenix Police Department and other valley agencies will be providing public safety and
transit support during the Final Four. In addition, security at the University of Phoenix stadium will be
tight with all individuals being subject to a search upon entry and most bags, including large purses being
prohibited inside the stadium. With nearly 80 percent of basketball fans visiting the Valley from out of
state, County Attorney Bill Montgomery reminds everyone to be vigilant and cautious, especially when
it’s “crunch time.”
• Buy your game and event tickets from reputable sources.
• Be aware of your surroundings and use common sense to reduce your chances of being a crime
victim.
• Thieves target personal handheld electronics like cellphones and tablets – so guard these when
you’re out in the crowds.
• Don’t leave anything valuable in your parked car.
• Report all suspicious activity by calling 9-1-1.

Have a SAFE and shamrockin’ good time on
St. Patrick’s Day
Building on the continued success of the “Save Lives, Don’t DUI” campaign, the Maricopa County
Attorney’s Office is partnering with ride-sharing service Lyft to offer St. Patrick’s Day revelers an
incentive not to drink and drive.
On Friday, March 17, new users who download the Lyft app can get $5 off their first 10 trips by entering
the promo code “BELUCKY” while current customers can enter “BELUCKY17” for 5% off two rides. The
$5 discount is enough to cover the vast majority of rides requested in the Phoenix metro area. “We’re
happy to be able to offer these discounts through a partnership with Lyft and make it as convenient as
possible for people to enjoy St. Patrick’s Day safely,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery.
“People who choose to celebrate the holiday at their favorite pub should not rely on their lucky charms to
get home safely. Download the Lyft app and order one to your location.”

Freedom from Violence Walk Helps
Kids Rise above Challenges
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office is a proud supporter of the Third
Annual “Freedom from Violence Walk” taking place March 4 near 20th
Street and Southern Avenue. The walk is organized by the Damion Gosa
Memorial Foundation; its focus is to empower and motivate at-risk
youth to rise above challenges in their environment and achieve their
full potential. The foundation was created to honor Damion Gosa,
a 39-year-old father who was murdered during a violent home
invasion. Gosa was known as an outstanding local athlete, playing
basketball at a valley high school and going on to pursue his career at
college before returning back home to Phoenix.
The 5K walk will begin at 9:00 a.m. at South Pointe Elementary School, 2033
E. Southern Ave. in Phoenix and will conclude at the same place. Immediately following the walk, the
“Stand Up For Right” block party will commence at about 11:00 a.m. The block party will feature games,
food and inspirational speakers. The goal of the day is to bring the community together and support
the dreams and goals of youth while steering them from violence. To learn more about the event or
donate to the efforts of the Damion Gosa Memorial Foundation, please visit their web page, dgm-f.org/
events/2017-freedom-violence-walk

MCAO Check Enforcement Bureau
Seeks to Recover Funds for Victims
Even in the digital age, there are many individuals and businesses that rely upon checks for payment of
goods and services. However, when checks bounce for lack of funds, it can be a headache—or worse—for
the victim. Once the victim has tried to get the check writer to make good on the funds owed and has
not been successful, he or she should contact the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office (MCAO) Check
Enforcement Program at (602) 372-7300 or mcaocheck@mcao.maricopa.gov.
MCAO’s Check Enforcement staff will review and process a victim’s submittal as a request for
prosecution and attempt to contact the check writer. The check writer will be required to make payment
in full, including fees, or prosecution may be pursued.
When a check writer does not make payment in full, a misdemeanor or felony complaint may be filed
against the check writer for issuing a bad check. If convicted, the sentence could include fines and
surcharges of $2,500, and up to three years’ probation. In severe cases, a judge can order a check writer to
complete a jail term of up to six months for each bad check and pay full restitution for the check(s).
Each month, MCAO receives 30 – 50 submittals; not all submittals are accepted and not all submittals
result in criminal cases. Last year, MCAO collected more than $225,000 in bad check restitution for
victims. Since the program’s inception nearly 30 years ago, the Check Enforcement Program has recovered
over $40 million in restitution. There is no cost to the victim for this service.
For more information about the MCAO Check Enforcement Program, including steps to take to recover
funds, please visit MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/CEP

County Attorney Joins Special Olympics
“Guardian Games”
On Friday, February 17, the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office was
proud to participate in the 1st Annual Guardian Games. The fundraising
event for Special Olympics Arizona that focused on honoring law
enforcement’s long time support of special athletes, took place at
Westgate in Glendale.
A total of 72 four-person teams, comprised of a law enforcement partner,
a business partner, a volunteer partner and a special athlete, competed
through a series of fun events. The teams went head-to-head in nine
different events, including sports matchups in street hockey, bocce ball,
and basketball. They also practiced their teamwork in trivia contests,
video game challenges, and pushing police SUVs a distance in a timed
event (while wearing heavy SWAT vests!).
County Attorney Bill Montgomery and MCAO Law Enforcement Liaison
Keith Manning were happy to lend their athletic skills and knowledge to their teams, helping them to excel in
a few of the competitions.
This was the first time an event like this had been planned by Special Olympics Arizona. Teaming up with
Sanderson Ford, Special Olympics Arizona was able to gather the resources needed to plan such a large
event. The business partners of each team donated at least $500, allowing their law enforcement and Special
Olympics partners to participate free of charge.
The organization ensures that no one is kept from participating based on their intellectual disability or
financial abilities.
The event was also an extension of both the Unified Sports Program and the Law Enforcement Torch Run
(LETR). Special Olympics’ Unified Sports Program seeks to promote social inclusion through shared sports
training and competition experiences. Unified Sports joins people with and without intellectual disabilities on
the same team. It was inspired by a simple principle: training together and playing together is a quick path to
friendship and understanding.
LETR is the largest public awareness vehicle and grassroots fundraiser for Special Olympics. Known
honorably as “Guardians of the Flame,” law enforcement members and Special Olympics athletes carry the
“Flame of Hope” into the Opening Ceremony of local competitions, and into Special Olympics Regional, State,
National and World Games.
The First Annual Guardian Games is planned to become a yearly fundraiser for Special Olympics Arizona. To
learn more about this wonderful organization and how you might help, visit SpecialOlympicsArizona.org

Upcoming Events Calendar
DGMF Freedom from Violence 5K
and Block Party
Saturday, March 4

MCAO Shred-A-Thon and
Rx Take-Back
Saturday, March 11

MCAO Citizens Academy
Thursday, March 16

Chandler Senior Expo
Wednesday, March 15

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
South Pointe Elementary School
2033 East Southern Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85040

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Westbrook Village
19281 North Westbrook Parkway
Peoria, AZ 85382

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Chandler Community Center
125 East Commonwealth Avenue
Chandler, AZ 85225

To apply: MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy

Citizen Safety Forum – East Valley
Thursday, March 30
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Crescent Crown Distributing
1640 West Broadway Road
Mesa, AZ 85202

MEGA Shred-A-Thon
Monday, April 10

4:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
International Paper
301 South 30th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85034

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

Cases of Community Interest
Alonzo Vargas Sentenced to Three Years Probation for “Scary Clown” Threats Toward a School
Alonzo Vargas was sentenced to three years of supervised probation and 40 hours of
community service for one count of interfering with an educational institution, a class 6
felony.
In October of 2016 Vargas posted on social media using hashtags associated with the
“scary clown threats” being seen across the nation. The posts also included threats to
harm teachers and students at an Avondale high school. The school notified investigators
of the threats and they were able to link the posts to Vargas.
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-02-06Alonzo-Vargas-Sentencing.html
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Cases of Community Interest
Alan Faygenblat Sentenced for False Voter Registration
Alan Faygenblat was sentenced on February 14, to 12 months unsupervised probation
and 160 hours of community restitution, for false voter registration, a class 1
misdemeanor.
In September of 2016, Faygenblat electronically filed a fraudulent voter registration
application with the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office. Faygenblat falsely claimed he
was currently a citizen of the United States and was born in New York. By providing
false information Faygenblat was able to obtain a voter registration card. He then posted
on social media the details of his fraudulent actions.

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-02-21-Alan-FaygenblatSentenced-for-False-Voter-Registration.html

Gary Moran Pled Guilty to 1st Degree Murder of Valley Priest
Gary Moran pled guilty to 1st degree murder, aggravated assault and burglary in the
death of a priest and severe attack of another priest at a Phoenix mission during a
burglary.
“The defendant took the life of a devoted faith community leader, Father Kenneth
Walker, and seriously injured another community servant, Father Joseph Terra. This
plea ensures Moran will spend the rest of his natural life in prison and will not harm
anyone in our community again,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery.
Montgomery added, “Since the murder of Father Walker and the assault on Father
Terra, the Maricopa County’s Office has developed policies to address criminals like Moran who
demonstrate a history of violence at any point during their criminal career in an effort to safeguard the
community as much as possible.”

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-02-24-Gary-Moran-Plea.html

Christopher Wright Pled Guilty to 1st Degree Murder in Deaths of His Wife and Man Who Offered
Aid
On February 23rd Christopher Wright pled guilty to two counts of 1st degree murder for
shooting and killing his wife, Nasbah Laverne Wright and a good samaritan who stopped
to help, Tomas Ornelas.
“This plea ensures the defendant will be held accountable for his actions in the unjustified
taking of innocent human life. His continuing crass attitude towards the harm he caused
to other family members and the loss to our community calls for significant punishment,”
said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery.

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-02-24Christopher-Wright-Plea.html
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