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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
2017 is off to a strong start. We are seeing our community and
its leaders coming together to address serious issues such as
substance abuse, mutual understanding and cooperation, atrisk youth and teen suicide. My Office and I have taken part in
a number of groundbreaking events that are indicative of a real
movement toward a community more unified in its pursuit of
lifting each other up and making Maricopa County an even safer
place for our families.
Also in this issue, you’ll get to meet some of the talented people
who do extraordinary work in our office. Deputy County Attorney
Reid Pixler was recently recognized for his work fighting fraud
and money laundering, and the professionals in our Cold Case
Bureau are working to provide closure to victims and the families
of victims who have been looking for answers, sometimes for
decades. We’ll also introduce you to a new team member who is
becoming very “paw-pular” around our office and will soon be
seen in the courtrooms.
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As always, our success comes from you, so we encourage you
to stay connected with us by attending one of our community
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in this issue for upcoming events.
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In addition to this newsletter, you can learn more about the
criminal justice system and public safety through The Opening
Statement Blog, Twitter, and Facebook. I encourage you to take a
look and subscribe today.
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Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

MCAO Welcomes our New “Fur-iend,” Morgan
At just under two years old and only two feet
tall (when standing on her four paws), Morgan is
our most “fetching” MCAO team member yet! In
December, Golden Retriever Morgan officially joined
the MCAO K9 Victim Support Program and along
with her handler, Victim Advocate Carrie Johnson, is
following in the paw steps of Sam (now retired), Tori
and Elle.
Morgan was born and bred in Arizona and was
part of a 13-pup litter. Thanks to the Power Paws
organization, all of Morgan’s siblings will also become
service dogs. Morgan spent the first year and a half of
her life receiving training from Power Paws and then
her handler joined for two weeks of training. Shortly
after Morgan graduated, the MCAO purchased her
and she began her introduction to the Office. Morgan has made several practice runs to Court already and
is assisting with victims and witnesses that are coming through the Child Advocacy Bureau. In a few short
weeks Morgan will be assigned her own caseload.
Although Morgan is working five days a week, she still has puppy time when she goes home. “She is a
beautiful dog and fits in so well with our family,” reports her handler Carrie. “Her training is ingrained
and she often opens and closes the refrigerator at home to retrieve bottles of water – just like she has been
taught. The calming effect she has on victims isn’t lost at home either. She is a gentle, soothing dog who can
really identify when people are in need.”
Morgan is already successfully bonding with
victims and can often help nervous, young crime
victims to relax so that they can tell what happened
to them. Most of the Superior Court judges she has
met have welcomed her presence in the courtroom
and her fellow MCAO K9s, Tori and Elle, are
always excited to see her. Carrie, a former special
education classroom teacher, couldn’t be more
excited to be participating in this program and
working side-by-side with Morgan, “I have always
lived with dogs and volunteered with dogs and am
proud to be able to continue the important work
our MCAO K9s and advocates perform on behalf of
crime victims.” Shawn Cox, MCAO Victim Services
Division Chief agrees, “In providing comfort for
the victims we serve, our dogs also provide aid in
our pursuit of justice.”
Visit our website: MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/K9-VSP and
MCAO Facebook page: fb.com/MaricopaCountyAttorney for more information about the MCAO K9
Victim Support Program and Morgan, Tori and Elle.

Restorative Justice Program Gives Options to
Scottsdale Juvenile Offenders
The City of Scottsdale in partnership with the Scottsdale Police Department created and initiated a new
Restorative Justice Crime Intervention Model aimed at middle and high schoolers a few months ago and
MCAO is happy to offer support in ensuring participating juveniles are held accountable, while working to
stop the school-to-prison pipeline. This unique, new diversion program actively involves juvenile offenders
in repairing the criminal harm they have caused.
The Restorative Justice Crime Intervention Model emphasizes three important things: repairing criminal
harms that have been done, requiring that those most affected by the crime should participate in the resolution
and criminal justice agencies should assist the communities they serve by building peace and maintaining
order.
The premise is simple and includes a finite number of eligible offenses such as city code violations, curfew
and criminal damage violations, shoplifting, and tobacco and marijuana offenses. Juveniles who commit
these offenses and meet other criteria are eligible for the program, and if successfully completed, can have
the offense removed from their record. The juvenile must be between the ages of 10 and 17 years old, with no
prior arrests, the juvenile and their families/parents have to be willing to participate, and the victim has to
agree to the juvenile’s participation in the program.
The program is cost-effective and contributes to a reduction in juvenile crime rates. Enrollment in the program
eliminates several court dates and paperwork and not only saves time, but the accountability for the offenders
is able to begin much sooner, without the delays that sometimes accompany the criminal justice process.
In 2016, there were 55 completed cases and the program is receiving 3-5 referrals weekly. Beth Beringhaus,
MCAO Juvenile Division Chief, is excited to see the number of completed cases increasing, saying, “There is
strong evidence that restorative justice programs like this one reduce recidivism and have a positive impact,
not only on the community, but schools and families as well. Helping kids understand the impact of who they
have harmed is an important step to providing a safe and well-governed community.”
For more information on the Restorative Justice Crime Intervention Model in Scottsdale, contact Joanne
Meierdirks (jmeierdirks@ScottsdaleAZ.gov) at the City Youth and Family Services Office and Sgt. Jeromie
O’Meara (jomeara@ScottsdaleAZ.gov) at the Police Department.

Join us for the MCAO Citizens Academy
Go behind the scenes at the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office and see first-hand how prosecutors
assemble a case for trial. From arrest and booking to prosecution and sentencing, the award-winning
MCAO Citizens Academy takes you through the jail and into court to see each critical stage of the process.
The daylong program is a must for anyone interested in seeing our criminal justice system in action and
learning about the real “Law and Order.”
For information and an application, visit MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy.
Upcoming Dates
Thursday, February 16, 2017
Thursday, March 16, 2017
Thursday, April 13, 2017

Local Leaders Gather to
Address Growing Opioid Epidemic
On January 9, 2017, County Attorney Bill Montgomery participated in the Arizona Opioid Summit hosted
by Arizona High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) in partnership with the Drug Enforcement
Administration, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System, Arizona Criminal Justice Commission,
Sonoran Prevention Works, MATFORCE and the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
This first-of-its-kind event in Arizona gave community leaders, law enforcement and healthcare stakeholders
a unique opportunity to take a closer look at the growing problem of opioid addiction in Arizona and
collectively address this growing issue.
Three key aspects to tackle the problem include:
• Prevention: Providing education for the public to understand the dangers of taking too much
medicine or taking medicine not prescribed to you
• Treatment: Providing more training for physicians and other healthcare providers to avoid
overprescribing these addictive medications and enacting rules to cap the amount a patient can be
prescribed
• Law Enforcement: Interdicting the supply of opioids
With regard to drug offenses for use and possession, Arizona is a “treatment-first state.” Since 1996, Arizona
law requires that offenders receive treatment for their first two offenses. Upon successful completion of a
diversion or deferred treatment program, a person can have charges dismissed or, in some cases, never
even filed.
A valuable educational resource is a new documentary on prescription drug addiction produced by the
Cronkite School of Journalism. It can be viewed at: cronkitenews.azpbs.org/hookedrx
The documentary follows a special series produced by the Cronkite School of Journalism in 2015 titled,
“Hooked: Tracking Heroin’s Hold on Arizona.” The series delves into the disturbing world of heroin and
opioid use, its causes and impacts. County Attorney Bill Montgomery participated in the video documentary.
The documentary can be viewed at: hookedaz.cronkitenewsonline.com/documentary
To view County Attorney Bill Montgomery talking about his participation in the summit, visit MCAOTV
at: youtu.be/hQmbO1DpV7M?t=215

“Care Enough to Get in the Way”
For those of us well past our school years, the school bully
was a threat on the playground, or on the way home
from school. We knew once we were home we were safe.
However, for today’s youth, bullies can now attack on
social media every hour of every day.
MCAO Deputy County Attorney Gina Godbehere has seen
devastating scenarios involving teen suicides and murder
in her time as Bureau Chief of the Northwest Valley Community Based Prosecution Division. She is a career
prosecutor and after learning that suicide rates for children and teens in Arizona are on the rise, she felt
compelled to do something – as a prosecutor and a mother. She wanted to create a way to help teens not
only identify when someone is in a crisis, but empower them to know what to do with that information.
“I would like nothing more than to spark a movement for kids to reconnect to each other. In too many
tragedies involving our kids, there were warning signs on social media, but no action,” said Godbehere.
“My greatest hope is that we can inspire youth to care enough to get in the way,” she added.
During a project through Leadership West Class 22, Godbehere
connected with Pendergast Elementary School District
Superintendent Dr. Lily Matos-DeBlieux and Strategic Business
expert Jennifer Rogers from GCON Inc. The three women felt that
real change for this issue could be achieved for students locally,
but to have a true impact it needed to involve every sector from
schools to law enforcement and local leaders. Their planning
led them to Larry Tracey, the man behind Youth4Youth, a local
non-profit that previously worked to organize effective student
summits after the Columbine High School shooting. The team
was then able to channel their desire to help into an inaugural, student-led youth conference held on January
26 at ASU West called “Care Enough to Get in the Way.” The conference quickly reached capacity with
750 students registered from 55 different Arizona schools. The conference brought students, police chiefs,
government officials, parents and teachers together and provided them tools to take back to their schools,
all with the goal to inspire students to “Speak Up, Stand Up and Save A Life.”
During the conference students were inspired to use the
tools they were given to come up with their own ideas and
solutions to make safer environments involving: bullying,
cyber-bullying, drug addiction, depression and ongoing
threats against others. Organizers, including Godbehere,
believe this student-driven program model has the
potential to make a real difference, and can eventually be
implemented state-wide. “I firmly believe the conference
was desperately needed in our schools and presents an
ideal opportunity to help bridge the gap between our local
community, the government, and law enforcement in a
positive way,” said Godbehere.
To hear County Attorney Bill Montgomery discuss the “Care Enough to Get in the Way” conference, visit:
youtu.be/hQmbO1DpV7M?t=91

Reid Pixler Receives Lifetime Achievement Award
for Fighting Fraud and Money Laundering Schemes
MCAO Deputy County Attorney Reid Pixler was
recently honored with a Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Association of Certified Fraud
Examiners (AZ ACFE). He was recognized for
his work and professional expertise in the fraudfighting community and for his work in pursuing
justice on behalf of fraud victims. Pixler specializes
in Asset Forfeiture cases for the County Attorney’s
Office.
The Lifetime Achievement Award is given “to
honor an individual who has demonstrated the
true spirit of leadership to his or her fellow antifraud professionals.”
Pixler’s accomplishments have had a notable
impact in the prevention and detection of fraud. Specifically, he was recognized:
• For his work in seizing and liquidating the assets of fraudsters and returning the value to the rightful
owners,
• For his tireless efforts to put legal controls in place to hinder money laundering schemes, such as gift
card fraud,
• Due to his efforts, dozens of Arizona law enforcement officers have been equipped with an Electronic
Recovery and Access to Data (ERAD) scanner, a tool that is used to verify the validity of gift cards
and detect money laundering or identity theft. His implementation of this low-cost resource can
prevent more digitized theft by providing real-time access to previously unavailable data.
President of the AZ ACFE, Mr. James Tendick, said of Reid Pixler, “During my time as a Postal Inspector,
I worked a number of mail fraud cases that had a money laundering component. This provided me the
opportunity to work directly with Reid Pixler. Reid was always a pure professional, and truly one of the
most competent, committed and innovative attorneys with whom I have ever worked.”
Pixler has previously been recognized locally for his work on a 26-year-old restitution order issued in a
gold investment fraud scheme perpetrated in Arizona by Sherman Unkefer III of North American Coin and
Currency. In that case, Pixler successfully pursued a RICO Court settlement on behalf of more than 1,334
victims. Through this work, it is expected that several million dollars will be made available for distribution
to the victims or their heirs.
His impressive legal experience extends beyond his work at MCAO. USA Today recognized Pixler as the
“man who set up a successful court system in Mosul, Iraq” in his capacity with the Provincial Reconstruction
Team (PRT) for Ninewa Province on behalf of the United States Department of Justice and Department of
State. He also served as an advisor to the Chief Justice of the Iraqi Judicial system.
Pixler has travelled all over the world to speak at various law enforcement conferences and bar programs
regarding Asset Forfeiture, Money Laundering, Human Smuggling and the developing law.
Reid Pixler has served as Deputy County Attorney for the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office since 2013.
He is a former Assistant United States Attorney.
For more information on the award, visit: cfe-arizona.org/Awards

Subscribe Today!
OpeningStatementBlog.com
The Opening Statement provides information on a wide array of criminal justice topics, from
community policing and prosecution to the nexus of substance abuse and crime, profiles of
criminal cases that have been resolved and interesting facts about the County Attorney’s Office.
Readers can easily subscribe to the blog and receive new posts by email.

Building Bridges With the Community
How is a bridge built that allows traffic to flow both ways? That
was a metaphorical question posed at The Bridge Forum held in
Scottsdale in late January. It was a question meant to encourage
ongoing dialogue to address issues of communication, trust, and
to improve the relationship between communities and the men
and women in law enforcement who serve them.
A group composed of community leaders, elected officials,
business owners and law enforcement executives shared their
experiences and posed questions that inspired conversations. The
Valley has not been subject to the upheavals brought on by public
mistrust to the same levels seen in other parts of the country.
However, law enforcement leadership including police chiefs
from Scottsdale, Mesa, Peoria, Phoenix and Tempe cautioned if
work is not consistently done to strengthen community relations, public trust will fall in the Valley.
Leaders within criminal justice, including the Maricopa County Attorney and
the Arizona Attorney General, pushed for community trust and involvement,
while community leaders pushed for more transparency and a move from
policing through force to peacemaking through thoughtful actions.
Hundreds filled the ballroom in a joint session before attending separate
breakout sessions on different issues including community engagement,
media relations, conflict management and multi-cultural awareness. Each of
the groups in attendance seemed willing to ask “what can we do better?” and
listened with interest to the answers offered by differing groups.
The event was hosted by the consumer-data company Nielsen, Thurgood Marshall College Fund and the
Checkered Flag Run Foundation. Organizers vowed to create a write-up of the ideas and lessons learned from
the forum to share with the attendees. They hoped that these yearly conversations through the forum will
continue, but also spur community-level conversations in the immediate months to come.
To hear County Attorney Bill Montgomery discuss the Bridge Forum at a recent press conference, visit:
youtu.be/hQmbO1DpV7M?t=15

Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
Cold Case Team
A cold case is one of the most challenging types of cases for law enforcement to
investigate and for the County Attorney’s Office to prosecute. In Arizona, a
cold case is defined as “a homicide or a felony sexual offense that remains
unsolved for one year or more after being reported to a law enforcement
agency and that has no viable and unexplored investigatory leads.” Some
cases date back a few years, while other cases went cold decades ago. In
2008, the Arizona state legislature passed a law that requires the retention
of cold case biological evidence for 55 years to assist in the effort to bring
justice to victims whose cases were not solved.
In 2008, the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office participated in the Solving
Cases through DNA Task Force with valley agencies by supplying a detective
on a part-time basis. During this time, many local law enforcement agencies
were experiencing staffing and funding shortages, so this extra resource was essential to the process. The
collaborative process was successful, so MCAO decided to develop an in-house cold case investigation unit.
In July 2012, MCAO established a new section of the Investigations Division, the Violent Crime Bureau.
Three detectives were assigned to this bureau with the full-time responsibility of assisting other valley
agencies with the investigation of unsolved homicides and sex crimes. Combined, the three detectives
assigned to the unit have over 100 years of law enforcement experience, with over 60 years dedicated to
investigating sex crimes and homicides. MCAO also houses a Cold Case Bureau within the Major Crimes
Division, staffed with three attorneys and a paralegal.
Working a cold case requires detectives to track down victims, witnesses, evidence (police reports, physical
evidence and lab results) and the original law enforcement officers on the case. This is often challenging
work with all sorts of obstacles. If the case is particularly old, locating persons involved is often difficult.
Sometimes key persons have died or their memories are not reliable. Locating evidence can be a challenge
and once it’s located, the detectives must work with deputy county attorneys to ensure that it is admissible.
Testing physical evidence may depend upon the current workload of the local or state crime lab, which
might have other priorities or be short-staffed.
But sometimes persistence pays off and detectives get new leads. This may be the result of new DNA testing
that was not available at the time the crime was committed, a new witness comes forward or a suspect will
simply confess. Once the case becomes viable, the MCAO detectives work with local law enforcement and
a Cold Case Deputy County Attorney to file charges if there is a reasonable likelihood of conviction.
To date, the MCAO Cold Case team has reviewed more than 100 cases, solving 17. The detectives determined
that 60 of those cases were not workable because witnesses or evidence was not available. The team is
currently reviewing more than a dozen cases.

MCAO Investigations Interns Prepared to
Protect and Serve
Two young men who recently completed a Maricopa County Leadership
and Education Advancing Public Service (MCLEAPS) internship with
MCAO’s Investigations Division are now graduating from local police
academies.
Through experiences like assisting MCAO detectives with cold case
investigations, helping with background checks and subpoena research,
MCAO interns receive a broad overview and insight into various
prosecution and law enforcement functions. These eager interns are
provided the opportunity to interact with a diverse group of professionals
involved in the criminal justice field. The program is instrumental in
preparing them for a future in public safety.

Tyler Vinton served
with MCAO in Spring
2016 and will be an
officer with the Phoenix
Police Department.

Chad Clark interned for
MCAO Fall semester
2015 and has joined
the Tempe Police
Department.

“The Investigations Division’s involvement with MCLEAPS has been
a win-win for the intern and the organization,” said Karen Ashley,
Investigations Division Chief. “I am proud to say that every intern in
Investigations has pursued a law enforcement career following their graduation from college. My staff is happy to
serve as mentors and role models for these young people and we all benefit from this experience.”

MCLEAPS is administered through ASU’s College of Public Service and Community Solutions. The full-time,
immersive work-learning opportunities are project-based and vary by department, providing an opportunity to
complement a student’s academic pursuits, recruiting and training the highest performing, most dedicated young
people to become the next generation of public servants.
We thank Tyler and Chad for their contributions to MCAO and wish them the best as they continue a career of
protecting and serving their communities!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Tale of Two Cities Parade and
Festival
Saturday, February 4

MCAO Shred-A-Thon and Rx TakeBack
Saturday, February 11

MCAO Citizens Academy
Thursday, February 16

Coronado Neighborhood Association
Home Tour and Street Fair
Sunday, February 26

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Estrella Mountain Community College
3000 North Dysart Road
Avondale, AZ 85392

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003
To apply: MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy

DGMF Freedom from Violence 5K
and Block Party
Saturday, March 4
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
South Pointe Elementary School
2033 East Southern Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85040

7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Tempe Marketplace
2000 East Rio Salado Parkway
Tempe, AZ 85281

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Coronado Park
12th Street and Palm Lane
Phoenix, AZ 85006

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay
up to date with our events.

Cases of Community Interest
Rebekah Mellon Pled to Second Degree Murder for Shooting her Husband in 2012
Rebekah Mellon pled guilty to second degree murder for the shooting death of her husband
Donald Mellon at their home in 2012. She will not be eligible for early release and faces a
sentencing range of 18-22 years in the Department of Corrections.
“This defendant is being held fully accountable for her actions on that day and the loss
of life she caused,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “It is important
for the public to understand that this plea does not offer discounted consequences, but
requires accountability without requiring a full presentation of evidence to a jury at trial.”

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-01-11-RebekahMellon-Pled-to-2nd-Degree-Murder-for-Shooting-her-Husband-in-2012.html

Tilfert Vaughn Sentenced to 56 Years for Breaking into Home & Sexually Assaulting Victim
Tilfert Vaughn will serve a total of 56 years in the Department of Corrections, after being
sentenced for six counts of burglary, aggravated assault, sexual assault and kidnapping.
“This case illustrates the value of evidence available from a Sexual Assault Kit, the importance
of the public’s cooperation in holding offenders accountable, and demonstrates our resolve to
remove a predator from our community,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery.

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-01-13-TilfertVaughn-Sentenced-to-56-Years-for-Breaking-into-Home-and-Sexually-Assaulting-Victim.html

Jeffery Streeter Sentenced to 3 Years for Recording Women in Tanning Salon
On December 15, 2016, former police officer Jeffery Streeter pled guilty to a total of six counts
of voyeurism, each a class 5 felony. He was sentenced to three years in the Department of
Corrections, with a term of lifetime probation upon release and mandatory sex offender
registration.
In October 2014, a female victim reported to police that a man had tried to record
her at a tanning salon. Investigators were able to identify the suspect as Jeffery
Streeter, who also was a customer at the salon. A search warrant led investigators to
videos of more than 20 victims recorded by Streeter--all without their permission.

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-01-13-Jeffery-StreeterSentenced-to-3-Years-for-Recording-Women-in-Tanning-Salon.html

Jawon Smith Sentenced to 102 Years for Child Prostitution and Sex Trafficking
Jawon Smith was sentenced to 102 years in the Department of Corrections for one count of
sex trafficking, four counts of child prostitution and one count of disorderly conduct.
“This defendant preyed on a young and vulnerable victim for his own gain through
the most insidious means,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery.
“This conviction was the result of the dedicated efforts of our prosecutors and law
enforcement partners to aggressively identify sex traffickers and hold them accountable.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2017/2017-01-20-JawonSmith-Sentenced-to-102-Years-for-Child-Prostitution-and-Sex-Trafficking.html
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