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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
2017: A Look Ahead
The voters of Maricopa County have asked me to continue serving
as County Attorney for another term. I take pride in the things
MCAO has accomplished during the past six years, and I give
credit to the dedicated, talented attorneys and staff who work
here. We will continue our focus on holding criminals accountable
through prosecution, and protecting the rights of crime victims.
It’s been a mission of this office to enhance public safety for the
community by objectively reviewing and making decisions based
on the evidence. As prosecutors, we’re not afraid of the truth.
We will continue our community prosecution focus which
geographically focuses our specialized bureaus to foster consistent
relationships with individual law enforcement agencies, civic and
business leaders, community organizations and residents. This
approach helps us make decisions that can positively impact the
entire community.
Intelligence-led prosecution is a recent area of focus that will
remain in the forefront as we incorporate real-time data into
policy and decision making. The office will implement technology
to help with data collection to increase both speed and efficiency.
This technology will allow law enforcement to submit cases to us
electronically, which shortens the time frame it takes to reach a
disposition. Likewise, we will have the ability to share with law
enforcement what crime trends we are seeing and how specific
and targeted efforts are impacting crime in our community.
Reducing crime rates is always a goal, and we want to prevent
those who commit one offense from reoffending. We will look at
specific issues that can be addressed to reduce recidivism such
as substance abuse, certain types of first-time offenders, and
continued partnerships with prison reentry services. With the
right approach, former repeat offenders can make the decision to
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Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

be contributors in their community and not a resource drain on society.
Moving forward, you can expect this office to continue working toward our promise of having all qualified
sexual assault kits tested and using the grant funding we have secured to clear out any backlogs that exist.
We are working to eliminate that backlog and implement protocols to ensure victims receive the best service
and evidence is handled appropriately.
You will also see us participating on a regional and national level sharing our best practices and policies
on responses to Officer-Involved Shootings and other critical incidents, providing quality victim services
and utilizing proven diversion programs for those who are willing to seek treatment for various behavioral
health issues.
Recently, I was appointed Arizona State Director for the National District Attorneys Association (NDAA)
and co-chair of the metropolitan prosecutors committee for the NDAA. This gives me more opportunities
to share our successes with other states while learning from the successful ideas of others.
Through the continued dedication of MCAO staff, and partnerships with law enforcement and community
organizations, this office will maintain its status as a high-performing office for years to come.
Until next time,

Bill Montgomery

Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney

January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month
January is Human Trafficking Awareness Month and
Arizona is actively fighting to rescue and protect victims
and put the perpetrators behind bars.
In April 2013, Arizona’s Human Trafficking Task Force
was created by then-Governor Jan Brewer in an effort to
discover incidents of human trafficking, identify ways
to end these crimes and help victims of the sex trade
and forced labor. Then, in 2014 Brewer established the
Arizona Human Trafficking Council which is tasked
with developing a comprehensive and coordinated
victims’ service plan; evaluate and report to the governor
statewide data on human trafficking; promote greater collaboration with law enforcement, state agencies
and the community-at-large; and raise public awareness about victims’ services, restitution and prevention.
Thanks to legislation passed in 2014, H.B. 2454, Arizona’s definition and activities related to human
trafficking have been expanded and penalties enhanced for these despicable crimes. Each defendant can
potentially be charged with multiple counts. Such counts can include child prostitution for acts such as
receiving the earnings from a minor engaged in prostitution or transporting a minor with the intent that
she engage in prostitution, as well charges of sexual conduct with a minor. They can also be charged with
transporting adult females for prostitution, compelling, inducing or encouraging them to engage in acts of
prostitution, and receiving the earnings from their acts of prostitution. As the counts add up, our prosecutors
are securing sentences of hundreds of years for the most horrific of cases.

Specifically, H.B. 2454 created a separate and higher sentencing structure for traffickers that increases the
presumptive sentence:
• From 10.5 years to 13.5 years for a first offense;
• From 15.75 years to 24 years for a trafficker with a prior felony conviction; and
• From 28 years to 31 years for a trafficker with two or more prior felonies.
In 2015, approximately 116 cases of human trafficking were reported in the state. For child prostitution
alone, from January 1, 2012 through October 13, 2016 we’ve had cases filed with MCAO for 82 defendants
involved in 90 cases.
Law enforcement agencies conduct regular investigations by monitoring classified listings for “escorts”
on websites such as Craigslist and Backpage. If a potential crime is suspected, officers may conduct an
undercover operation to catch those who are facilitating the trafficking and rescue or provide help to the
victims. But law enforcement can’t find all such crimes that are occurring in our community. If you suspect
someone is being trafficked, call the police. We also encourage citizens to donate to or support non-profits
who provide a place for victims to stay and other services. By giving support to victims, they are in a better
place to help law enforcement and prosecutors put these criminals behind bars so they can’t continue to
victimize others.
For more, watch video of remarks at a recent press conference by County Attorney Bill Montgomery:
https://youtu.be/DXxzF226w_s

MCAO Employees Raise Funds for
Chrysalis Shelter
Every year, MCAO selects and supports local charities by
raising money through casual day pass sales, whereby an
employee contributes to the fundraiser and is permitted
to wear casual clothing one day each week. For the fall
2016 campaign, MCAO employees proudly supported the
Chrysalis Shelter.
Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery presented the
Chrysalis Shelter with a check for $3,702 dollars on behalf
of MCAO employees. The Chrysalis Shelter is a nonprofit
organization that serves the needs of women, children and
men throughout the Valley who are trying to break the cycle
of violence and abuse with a wide array of comprehensive
services. For more information about the Chrysalis Shelter,
please visit NoAbuse.org

Patricia Klahr, Chrysalis Shelter President/CEO, and
County Attorney Bill Montgomery

In 2016, MCAO employees also raised funds for these
important organizations who are doing great work in our community:
Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Centers: $3,747
SalvationArmyPhoenix.org/adult-rehabilitation-center
100 Club of Arizona: $2,614
Raised in memory of Phoenix Police Officer David Glasser, killed in the line of duty in May
100club.org/web/Online

Arizona Angel Initiative Pilot Program
Saving Lives in Maryvale
Individuals and family members of those struggling with addiction often
don’t have the resources to seek treatment or don’t know where to go.
In a new effort, the Phoenix Police Department with support from the
Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Families has initiated a pilot program
in the Maryvale area to address this community need.
The Arizona Angel Initiative allows individuals who have a drug addiction
to come into a police precinct, turn in their drugs and get help without
fear of arrest or prosecution. This initial pilot program is being offered to
residents who live in the Maryvale area. Someone interested can come to the
Maryvale-Estrella Police Precinct at 6180 West Encanto Boulevard between
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. and request to take part in the program.
As part of the program, participants are paired with a peer-support trained Angel. Angels evaluate the
unique circumstances and needs of the individual and find an appropriate recovery center. They also lead
classes and groups to help participants build life skills and overcome obstacles to recovery.
Participants receive education on life skills and solutions to break the cycle of addiction and achieve recovery.
They also receive follow-up and after care and support. One of the innovative parts of this program allows
Angels to help find appropriate child care for parents in the program as they work on their journey to
recovery. This means that these children will not need to be placed in a foster home during this time.
The success of this program will allow community leaders to make the program available in other areas of
the County.
To participate you must live in the Maryvale area, be 18 years or older, and have a valid identification card.
You also must:
•
•
•
•

be willing and able to follow staff directions.
agree to abide by all rules and refrain from engaging in illegal and/or inappropriate activity.
be willing to go to detox and obtain medical clearance, if detox is required.
be physically and mentally able to self-manage personal hygiene and self-care within a non-medical,
non-psychiatric facility.
• not be a fugitive from justice or have any prior or pending charges for crimes involving violence,
arson, sexual offenses, children or the elderly.
For more, watch video of remarks at a recent press conference by County Attorney Bill Montgomery,
Phoenix City Councilman Michael Nowakowski and Phoenix Police Commander Sean Connelly from the
Maryvale-Estrella Mountain Precinct: https://youtu.be/WhtfympQwXE?t=3
And be sure to visit the Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family - Arizona Angel Initiative website:
SubstanceAbuse.az.gov/AngelInitiative

MCAO Wellness Ambassadors are ready to get
employees “pumped up” in 2017!
Like many workplaces, Maricopa County promotes worksite wellness; and the
effort is more than annual screenings and health insurance incentives. We’d like to
introduce you to our newest MCAO Wellness Ambassadors: Erin Wickersham from
Research and Planning, Gretchen McClellan from the Operations Division and Jolie
Panyon from the Major Offenders Division.
Employees will be on the lookout for these MCAO metabolic muscle heads as they
kick off their new years’ resolutions in 2017. Ambassadors can help with everything
from an annual fitness plan to helping increase physical activity options. Erin,
Gretchen and Jolie are MCAO health liaisons who will spend the next 12 months promoting nutrition,
encouraging participation in County-sponsored wellness programs and will be coordinating a whole lot of
wellness activities for MCAO employees at all Office locations. “For me, wellness is not just eating right,
exercising and having low blood pressure,” said Erin. “It’s about mental wellness and finding enjoyment in
your day … so let’s create a place where everyone can take mental breaks from work and have some fun,
even if it’s just for a few minutes.”
The Ambassadors have all kinds of plans up their tracksuit sleeves, including outdoor yoga, and an MCAO
Wellness newsletter featuring more secrets from members of the MCAO team who approach free weights
and forced reps with their own unique style. The Ambassadors will also make it easier for MCAO employees
to get information about fitness resources and they are planning to organize walks, hikes and runs – that
will take place before and after work to accommodate all schedules. Jolie echoes Erin’s sentiments, “we’re
all about helping employees make this manageable and breaking up the work day just a little bit – with
some fresh air and fun.” Gretchen, a reluctant exerciser before joining the Ambassadors tells us, “My idea
of exercise used to be a brisk sit. This team is energized and excited to share some unique wellness ideas
with everyone at the MCAO. So don’t sit too long or you’ll miss out!” MCAO employees should watch
for a wellness survey coming soon; the Ambassadors want to understand your thoughts about wellness,
nutrition and physical activities.

2016 Veterans Day Parade Recap

The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office won the third place award in
the Military Vehicles category in the Phoenix Veterans Day Parade. The
MCAO entry honored Vietnam veterans who received the Congressional
Medal of Honor and also paid tribute to Vietnam veterans from Arizona
who are MIA. The Arizona Army National Guard provided the 2.5 ton
vehicle. The concept was developed by MCAO’s Veterans Day Parade
Committee; MCAO graphic artist Scott Tidball designed the placards
and 15 MCAO employee volunteers participated.

Subscribe Today!
OpeningStatementBlog.com
The Opening Statement provides information on a wide array of criminal justice topics, from
community policing and prosecution to the nexus of substance abuse and crime, profiles of
criminal cases that have been resolved and interesting facts about the County Attorney’s Office.
Readers can easily subscribe to the blog and receive new posts by email.

Valley “Pink Panther Crew” convicted
Thanks to work from a tireless prosecution team at
MCAO: Attorneys Robbie Mayer and Stephen Walker,
Paralegal Keith Plane and Legal Support Specialist Sandy
Velasquez-Troutman and investigators at Scottsdale PD
along with other Valley law enforcement agencies and the
FBI, the “Pink Panther” and his “Crew” were convicted of
more than 85 felony counts in 16 home burglaries across the
Valley. Defendants Gary Eisenmann and Dana Yrastorza—
self-titled the Pink Panther—began a crime spree in upscale
neighborhoods in Scottsdale, Peoria and Prescott more than four
years ago that included multiple home burglaries. Eisenmann used a handgun to shoot out windows in many
of the ritzy neighborhood homes and then broke in and stole valuable items that he stored in a downtown
warehouse. He drove a gold Jaguar into the neighborhoods and conducted extensive preliminary research,
including reviewing news stories on burglary arrests and investigations. After an exhaustive and lengthy
investigation, the defendants were arrested and a warehouse was identified that included hundreds of
stolen items, jewelry, guns, cell phones, art work, televisions and computers. The “crew” also used credit
cards stolen from homes at numerous businesses after the burglaries. Dana Yrastorza acted as Eisenmann’s
driver and accomplice and she used the stolen credit cards at several nearby stores.
The prosecution team faced Eisenmann who represented himself at what became a two-month trial. He
was ultimately convicted on all felony counts, as a prohibited possessor, misconduct involving weapons,
burglary and theft of a credit card. He is scheduled to be sentenced on January 27, 2017. His partner,
Yrastorza, had no prior felony convictions and was convicted of 24 counts including assisting a criminal
syndicate and identity theft. “This was a tremendous case built through partnerships with law enforcement
at a local and federal level,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery. Mitch Rand, Repeat Offender
Bureau Chief at the MCAO agrees and acknowledges the commitment this prosecution team and our law
enforcement partners made to this case, “everyone was tenacious and diligent and through their team
work, we were able to successfully convict two dangerous criminals.”
Video of County Attorney Bill Montgomery discussing this case at a recent press conference can be found
at: https://youtu.be/WhtfympQwXE?t=1232

The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
is now on Nextdoor!
In our ongoing effort to be a partner with the
community, MCAO is now using Nextdoor, a
social media platform that is targeted to specific
neighborhoods and defined communities.
With Nextdoor, we will be sharing important information with our neighbors on public awareness campaigns
we hold throughout the year, community events that they can participate in, services that we can provide, and
helpful public safety tips to help residents avoid becoming a victim of crime.
Through this application, neighbors communicate with each other about local events, local services, and alert
each other to criminal activity. It also allows public agencies to communicate directly with a particular city or
neighborhood on issues or events that are specific to them. Residents who have an account can receive these
messages. We do not see information on a particular individual and we cannot see what they post.
This is another avenue that provides us a direct connection with
the community, including this monthly newsletter “Justice for
All,” Facebook, Twitter and a newly launched blog, “The Opening
Statement.”
Twitter: @MarCoAttorney
Facebook: fb.com/maricopacountyattorney
Justice for All Newsletter:
MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Newsletters
An example of success communicating our
The Opening Statement Blog: OpeningStatementBlog.com
programs with the public: December 10
Shred-A-Thon
and Prescription Drug TakeStay tuned for some exciting programs we’ve got coming up!
Back in Chandler. 180 cars brought unwanted
To see County Attorney Bill Montgomery’s announcement of this
documents, filling the shred truck, and 84 lbs
new communications tool, visit our YouTube page at:
of unused prescription drugs were collected.
https://youtu.be/WhtfympQwXE?t=949

27 stories down the side of CityScape in downtown Phoenix, the MCAO
Rappelling Raptors joined 180 others who went “Over the Edge” to
raise almost $250,000 for Special Olympics.

The MCAO Rappelling Raptors:
Linda Dean - Victim Services Division,
Edith Donno - Victim Services Division,
David Salvador - Investigations Division,
Norma Medina - Juvenile Division

Upcoming Events Calendar
MCAO Citizens Academy
Thursday, January 19
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003
To apply: MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy

MCAO Shred-A-Thon and
Rx Take-Back
Saturday, January 21

Tale of Two Cities
Parade and Festival
Saturday, February 4

7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Surprise Police Department
14250 West Statler Plaza
Surprise, AZ 85374

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Estrella Mountain CC
3000 North Dysart Road
Avondale, AZ 85392

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

Cases of Community Interest
Eugene Maraventano Sentenced to 25 Years for Killing His Wife and Adult Son
Eugene Maraventano was sentenced to 25 years in the Arizona Department of
Corrections for two counts of 2nd degree murder for killing his wife and adult son in 2013.
On April 6, 2013 Goodyear police were called to the home of Maraventano after he
told them he had stabbed and killed both his wife Janet Maraventano and son Bryan
Maraventano, and had unsuccessfully tried to take his own life. A note written by Eugene
Maraventano was found inside the home wherein he admitted to the murders. He later
told investigators he had planned to kill his wife because he feared he had given her
a sexually transmitted disease, then after taking her life decided to kill his adult son
because he feared his son would not be able to take care of himself.

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-12-12-Eugene-MaraventanoSentenced-to-25-Years-for-Killing-His-Wife-and-Adult-Son.html

Coupon Scammer Christina Pacheco Sentenced to Prison
A woman who recruited teens to help sell fake coupon books, claiming they benefitted a charity,
was sentenced to six concurrent prison terms. Christina Pacheco was charged with
participating in a criminal syndicate, fraudulent schemes, identify theft, and forgery. The
highest charge, a class 2 felony, led to a 15.75 year sentence. Sentences, for all the other
counts, which will be served at the same time, range from 10 years to 11.5 years.
“This defendant preyed on the kindness and trust of others and this sentence of
incarceration should serve as notice that we take these crimes seriously,” said Maricopa
County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “This defendant not only defrauded and hurt
the reputations of local businesses and a charity, but she also enlisted the help of
unsuspecting teens to mask her criminal actions.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-12-12-Pacheco-GivenConcurrent-Sentences-Totaling-Almost-75-Years-for-Coupon-Book-Scam.html
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