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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
November marks the time of year that we turn our focus to honoring
treasured members of our community and expressing our gratitude
for the blessings we have as citizens of this country.
Every year, November 11th is set aside as a day to honor those who
have served our nation through military service. We are grateful for
the sacrifice and dedication these men and women have given to
protect our nation and each and every one of us. I hope you will
all take the opportunity to participate in local events to show your
support.
MCAO will enter a float in the annual Phoenix Veterans Day Parade
on that day honoring Vietnam Veterans, and I’ll have the opportunity
to speak at the Arizona Vietnam Veterans Dinner on October 29th
and serve as a Grand Marshal of the Anthem Veterans Day Parade
honoring Operation Desert Storm and Desert Shield Veterans on
November 5th. If you are planning to attend any of these events, I
hope to see you there.
We just finished a record-breaking season of Friday Night Football
Patrol, an important program that helps us reach out to students and
encourage them to sign the Teen Drug-Free Pledge, vowing to stay
drug and alcohol-free and avoid abusing prescription medication.
The holiday season is now upon us and Thanksgiving is notoriously
the busiest travel holiday of the year. As the old Perry Como song
goes, “There’s no place like home for the holidays,” but as the song
describes, that might mean traveling elsewhere to another place you
consider home, or visiting family wherever they may be. Whether
you’re driving or flying, staying in a hotel or enjoying festivities
out in public, we have some important safety and awareness tips to
avoid being a victim of a crime that would surely spoil the occasion.
Until next time,

Bill Montgomery
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Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

MCAO’s Friday Night Football Patrol
Scores Its Best Season Ever!
Each year, the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office,
in partnership with 104.7 KISS FM and a corporate
sponsor, visits ten high school football games
throughout Maricopa County for Friday Night
Football Patrol (FNFP). This high-visibility program
allows MCAO volunteers to visit with high school
students and encourage them to sign the Teen
Drug-Free Pledge, vowing to stay drug and alcoholfree and avoid abusing prescription medication.
FNFP just concluded its sixth season and had the
highest number of pledges, more than 8,000, for a
single season!
“We are thrilled to have this level of participation
More than 8,000 students signed the
this year,” Montgomery said. “The credit belongs to
the students who signed the pledge.”
Teen Drug-Free Pledge in 2016
On game night, MCAO volunteers set up an
information booth at the game. County Attorney
Bill Montgomery is at the game to meet students and talk with their parents about drug prevention
issues.
During lunch periods on game day, MCAO volunteers visit the school for a pre-game rally where all
students have the opportunity to sign the Teen Drug-Free Pledge to win a $50 VISA gift card. Later
at the game, students sign the pledge and one lucky winner’s pledge is randomly drawn at halftime.
That student receives a $500 VISA gift card. The gift cards are provided by the Arizona Milk Producers,
FNFP’s 2016 corporate sponsor.
MCAO wishes to extend our sincere appreciation to the staff and students of the high schools that
hosted us this year: Highland, Alhambra, Skyline, Bourgade Catholic, Williams Field, Desert Mountain,
Saguaro, Liberty, Central and Marcos de Niza. Please visit SafeTeensAZ.org for more information about
Friday Night Football Patrol.

Celebrating 30 Years of Service with MCAO:
Trudy Rafidi
In August 1986, an anxious young high school graduate was selected to
interview for a clerk position with the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office.
Trudy Rafidi almost didn’t make it to the interview, let alone get selected
for the position, when she got lost trying to find MCAO’s Westside office in
Glendale. Eventually she pulled over and used a payphone (yes one of those
ancient coin-operated public telephones!) to call and get better directions. Fast
forward to 2016 and MCAO is thrilled to be able to celebrate Trudy’s 30 years
of service with the Office – along with the addition of cell phones and GPS.
As her peers and supervisors will tell you, Trudy exemplifies the true
meaning of professionalism (and then some) at the MCAO. Although she
started as a file clerk, she soon transferred downtown to Trial Group B and
soon after that was promoted to secretary and then lead secretary in the same
bureau. One of her first professional “duties” was to type complaints on a
typewriter using carbon paper. She continued her trek through the MCAO
with stops as Division Coordinator and then on to Major Crimes. Trudy also
holds the dubious distinction of being the first, last and only Quality Control
Coordinator for CAIS (MCAO’s now archived case management system). Trudy has been recognized many
times over the years for her project work, IT expertise and supervisory roles. There aren’t many folks at
MCAO who don’t have Trudy on speed-dial for help with everything from the case management system
transition to submittals and filings to victims’ services.
Along the way she took time to marry her high school sweetheart (recently celebrating her 25th wedding
anniversary.) and have two kids, one of whom is a college student and the other is busy working in the
family business. As Trudy will tell you, she’s been with MCAO for 30 years, has been married for 25 years
and has lived in the same house for 24 years … she apparently doesn’t like change, which is great for all of
us here at MCAO!
Trudy’s expertise and cool calm demeanor continues to impress everyone at the MCAO. As Tiffany Moore,
MCAO IT Project Manager tells us, “Trudy is experience times ten – with vast knowledge of the Office and
our technology systems rolled together with a service-oriented attitude, dedication and a meticulous work
ethic.” Sadly the Office (and IT) will have to make plans for a future without Trudy’s expertise because
she plans to retire in the next few years and spend time with her husband hiking and exploring the cooler
parts of our state. “I am grateful for the friends and education I have received working for the MCAO,” said
Trudy. “I have been given countless opportunities to grow as an employee and as a person and I am very
fortunate to have spent the last 30 years with the MCAO.”

Congratulations Trudy!

Celebrating 30 Years of Service with
Maricopa County and MCAO:
Yvette Case
In 1986, the MCAO employed just 250 people and the current Administration
Building in downtown Phoenix wasn’t even a dream yet. In July that year a
recent high school graduate arrived at the MCAO reception desk in the East
Court building and started her first day of work. Fast forward to 2016 and
MCAO employees number more than 900, typewriters have been replaced
with state-of-the-art tablet computers and that high school graduate, Yvette
Case, is now a Legal Support Supervisor overseeing the very busy support
staff and work in one of our Preliminary Hearings Bureaus.
One of Yvette’s first career stops at the MCAO was as the clerk and receptionist
in Trial Bureau A and shortly after her arrival the MCAO entered the “new
technology revolution” – trading in Selectric typewriters for Data General
computer terminals. Carbon paper, white-out and steno pads were being
phased out and Yvette was soon assisting with the transition. Kris Hatfield,
a member of Yvette’s hiring panel and still a long-time MCAO employee,
remembers Yvette’s inner drive to succeed. “I could see early on, she wasn’t
destined to remain stifled in an entry level position,” remembers Kris. “I
convinced her to take a typing class to enhance her typing speed and shortly after she promoted into a Legal
Secretary position and the rest is MCAO history!” Yvette also spent time in our Juvenile Division where she
learned about all aspects of our busy prosecution office by filing, sorting case paperwork, running files to
court and back, delivering mail and answering all kinds of phone calls from all kinds of people. Yvette has
probably logged more miles on her fitness tracker than most other MCAO employees. In addition to the
Juvenile Division, she has also worked at the Luhr’s Tower, the Administration Building, Durango, the old
Westside Office, the Wells Fargo Building and the South Court Tower.
In Yvette’s three decades with Maricopa County, she has been responsible for “beeper” assignments for the
attorneys she was working with (the original text messaging!), SpeedLetters (our first email system) and
producing everything in triplicate, even telephone messages. Along with these fond technology memories,
Yvette has also made some life-long friends at the MCAO and is especially grateful for all the support and
connections forged – all while working on her heavy typewriter! “I have met so many great people working
here, established many friendships along the way and am so grateful to be able to look back at how much
I have learned from all of them,” remembers Yvette. Despite the liquid paper messes and the now vintage
typewriter ribbon fiascos, Yvette relishes her years at the MCAO and looks forward to learning more new
things and making many more new friends.

Congratulations Yvette on 30 years of service
and thank you for a job well done!

Vehicular Crimes Prosecutor Adam Garvin
Recognized by Arizona MADD
MCAO Deputy County Attorney Adam Garvin works hard to keep roads
in Maricopa County safe from impaired drivers and last month the Arizona
Chapter of MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) honored Adam for
this work. Adam was honored with the 2016 Arizona MADD Honoring our
Heroes, DUI Enforcement Award for a Felony Prosecutor. This award is
given to a prosecutor who excels in not only making our state’s roadways
safer, but also shows dedication to their community by helping fight drugged
and drunken driving.
For the past three years Adam has prosecuted cases in the Vehicular Crimes
Bureau, often maintaining one of the highest caseloads in the bureau. Not
only has Adam successfully tried several felony jury trials this year, he also
reviews hundreds of submittals and makes important charging decisions on
these dangerous and often deadly vehicular matters. Adam works consistently
to improve his trial practice and attends regular training classes to strengthen
his ability to prosecute drivers impaired not just by alcohol, but also drugs.
In addition to being an enthusiastic student, Adam is also often called upon
to be the instructor. He represents the Office as a training leader, community
liaison and a DUI taskforce member.
“Adam is passionate about his work and dedicated to effectively prosecuting vehicular crimes,” said Aaron
Harder, Vehicular Crimes Bureau Chief. “Not only does he take victims’ rights seriously, he is devoted
to protecting these victims and others from the dangerous and often tragic consequences of impaired
driving.” Adam also helps ensure this protection by volunteering for the award-winning MCAO Friday
Night Football Program and encouraging teens to make safe decisions not to use drugs or alcohol.

Congratulations Adam!

Maricopa County Attorney’s Office Awarded
More Than $3 Million in Grants to
Test Sexual Assault Kits
Last month, the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office was awarded a $1.2 million grant by the U.S. Department
of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) to further its efforts to test sexual assault kits.
Through funding from BJA’s Sexual Assault Kit Initiative Grant Program, the Maricopa County Attorney’s
Office will be able to ramp up its efforts to test previously untested sexual assault evidence kits, as well as
investigate and prosecute cases resulting from the discovery of DNA evidence.
“This additional funding will help to not only hold offenders accountable for their crimes, but also
prevent offenders from causing additional harm to the community,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill
Montgomery. “This continued investment shows our commitment to seeking justice for the victims of these
types of violent crimes.”
Testing sexual assault kits can directly lead to criminal investigations and prosecutions by identifying
previously unknown suspects or corroborating the identity of individuals previously suspected in these
offenses. In cases where a suspect has not yet been identified, biological evidence from a sexual assault
kit can be analyzed and compared to offender profiles in DNA databases such as the national Combined
DNA Index System (CODIS), to help identify the perpetrator. In cases involving known alleged assailants,
evidence from sexual assault kits can also be used to identify serial offenders.
A previous grant from the New York County District Attorney’s Office provided $1.9 million in 2015 to
MCAO and has allowed for the testing of almost 600 kits. Those tests have already led to two indictments.
This additional BJA grant funding will allow MCAO to continue an initiative started last year in partnership
with local law enforcement agencies to test an estimated 2,300 sexual assault kits in Maricopa County.

Don’t Take a Holiday from Safety: Safe Travels
It is an exciting time of year – students are back in school,
fall outdoor activities and holiday parties are being
planned, snowbirds are returning to the state – the valley
is transitioning into one of the busiest times of year. Not to
mention all the holiday traveling to visit family and friends
– we all know Thanksgiving is the busiest travel weekend
of the year. In order to prepare yourself for a trip, we have
some travel advice.
Thieves are looking for distracted, overwhelmed travelers
at the airports and hotels. A helpful and easy task is to
make sure your suitcases are easily identifiable if you check
luggage (stickers or colorful tags) in the event someone attempts to steal your suitcase off the baggage
return carousel.
At the airport
We’ve all heard stories about items being stolen from checked luggage. Never pack any of your high value
items in your suitcase – take these items in your carry-on luggage. Items such as iPads, other mobile devices,
medicines, jewelry and paperwork should all be with you.

As you take your valuables through the screening process at the airport, put your shoes and least valuable
items on the conveyor belt first – your most valuable items last and keep an eye on them as they go through
the screening process.
With our passports and credit cards now having RFID chips, invest in a passport holder that is RFID
protected – this will keep thieves from scanning your valuable personal information. If you do not have this
type of holder, aluminum foil works just as well – it might generate a
chuckle or two by the customs folks, but that is ok too!
Public transportation
If possible, have someone with you as you wait for a bus or other
transportation. If on a bus, sit near the front by the driver. On a train,
review the instructions on how to exit a train in the event of an accident
or other emergency and try to sit near the exits. Keep your valuables on
your body or hold them. Pickpockets are looking for bags and purses
to steal or an opportunity to remove a wallet or phone. With all of us
distracted with our phones and other devices, it is extremely easy for someone to discreetly walk off with
our items. One traveler had his camera case sitting on top of his luggage as he was traveling on a train. The
luggage was physically next to him, but he was distracted long enough for someone to remove his camera
case without him noticing.
At the Hotel
When checking into your room, ask the hospitality clerk to write down
your hotel number and not to say your room number out loud – that
information could be overheard. Once in your room, always use the
additional locking device and travel with a security doorstop alarm –
it can also be placed inside your room door to prevent someone from
entering, especially when you are sleeping. If you have a knock at your
hotel room door, do not open it unless you are expecting someone and
always check to confirm who it is prior to opening the door.
If traveling by vehicle, do not leave valuables in your parked car at the hotel parking lot. Criminals often
break into vehicles in hotel parking lots hoping travelers have left luggage or other items in their car. Try
your best to park under the best lighting and nearest to the main doors of the hotel if possible.
If you receive a phone call to your hotel room advising you that your credit card was not processed at the
time you checked in and you need to provide your credit card number over the phone to stay in the hotel,
do not give the caller your credit card information! This is a hoax and the criminals are hoping that you will
read them your personal information. The hotel will not call you in the middle of the night or any other time
to get your credit card information – go to the lobby or call the front desk if you receive one of these calls.
In Public
Criminals are not stupid and depend on one of two weaknesses to accomplish their crime: surprising a
victim or gaining the victim’s trust. Criminals are looking for someone preoccupied or distracted and when
sightseeing in a new city; it is easy to be distracted. Focus on this formula: Awareness, Anxiety and Ability.
Always maintain a heightened level of awareness, especially when walking to and from your car, home,
hotel and stores. Be aware of your surroundings and the people near you. If you feel your anxiety level
increase, listen to your gut instinct. If you do encounter a problem, what is your ability to handle the threat–
flee or fight. Develop an “anger trigger” so if you are frightened, you can respond with the intensity of
anger, not immobilization of fear.
Have a safe and fun holiday season when traveling and spending time with your family and friends!

A Case of Stolen Valor
On October 27, 2016, just two weeks before Veterans Day, Eric Wolfe
was sentenced to 3 years of supervised probation for using falsified
documents to attempt to establish veterans status, which he had not
earned.
From October 2015 to March 2016, Wolfe partnered with the Arizona
Animal Welfare League under the auspices of a business he founded,
Project 22 LLC, a program that provides service dogs to veterans with
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). During the time he worked with
them he also started his own charity, Freedom K-9 Rehab.
In promoting his business and charity, Wolfe bragged about military
service during which he trained bomb-sniffing dogs. He also claimed
that he had developed PTSD after being injured by an improvised
explosive device.
His activities with the Animal Welfare League and his military stories
caught the attention of the media, who interviewed him and ran stories
on local newscasts, which further promoted his business and charity.
One of the employees at the Animal Welfare League started to notice inconsistencies in his story and became
suspicious. She also took note that some of their clients complained that his dogs were not very well trained.
One day, the employee confronted Wolfe and asked for proof of military service. He showed her an Arizona
driver’s license indicating he was a veteran. She pressed him further to provide discharge paperwork and he
provided a photocopy with his name crudely forged over someone else’s on a discharge form. Upon closer
inspection, the employee discovered that the form used by Wolfe actually belonged to one of the veterans
for whom they had provided a service dog.
The employee reported the license to the Arizona Department of Transportation, who determined that on
three occasions the defendant had successfully obtained driver’s licenses or identification cards indicating
he was a veteran. On each occasion, he had provided the forged discharge form that was scanned into the
Motor Vehicle Department’s computer system.
When questioned by law enforcement, Wolfe admitted to falsifying the documents. On September 15, 2016,
he plead guilty to two counts of forgery, both class 4 felonies.

Join us for the Citizens Academy
Go behind the scenes at the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office and see first-hand how prosecutors assemble
a case for trial. From arrest and booking to prosecution and sentencing, the award-winning MCAO Citizens
Academy takes you through the jail and into court to see each critical stage of the process. The daylong
program is a must for anyone interested in seeing our criminal justice system in action and learning about the
real “Law and Order.”
For information and an application, visit MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy.

Upcoming Dates for Fall
Thursday, November 17, 2016

Thursday, March 16, 2017

Thursday, January 19, 2017

Thursday, April 13, 2017

Thursday, February 16, 2017

Upcoming Events Calendar
Alhambra EXPO
Saturday, November 5

2016 Phoenix Veterans Day Parade
Friday, November 11

9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Sevilla West School
3851 West Missouri Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85019

8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Starting point North Phoenix Baptist Church
5757 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85012

Shred-A-Thon
Saturday, November 19

Avondale Winterfest
Saturday, December 3

7:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Chris-Town YMCA
5517 North 17th Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85015

4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Historic Avondale
495 East Western Avenue
Avondale, AZ 85323

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

Cases of Community Interest
Javier Aguayo Sentenced to Life plus 32.5 Years for Attempted Murder of Witnesses
Javier Aguayo was sentenced to life without the possibly of parole for 25 years plus an
additional 32.5 years in the Department of Corrections for attempted first degree murder,
conspiracy to commit first degree murder, aggravated assault and disorderly conduct.
“The lengths the defendant went to in order to avoid responsibility for his actions are
reprehensible,” said County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “His willingness to repeatedly
try to take a human life indicates he is clearly a danger to the community, and therefore
the significant term of incarceration is warranted.”

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-10-14-JavierAguayo-Sentenced-to-Life-plus-325-Years-for-Attempted-Murder-of-Witnesses.html
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Cases of Community Interest
Caretakers Responsible for Murder and Abuse of 2-Year-Old Savannah Cross Sentenced
Ryan Reed and Allison Clement were sentenced for their actions that
led to the death of Savannah Cross just weeks before her third birthday.
Reed was sentenced to 35 years in the Department of Corrections and
lifetime supervised probation for second degree murder, child abuse,
two counts of attempted sexual conduct with a minor, and three counts
of attempted child abuse. Clement was sentenced to 24 years in the
Department of Corrections and lifetime supervised probation for second
degree murder and three counts of attempted child abuse.
“Nothing can bring back the innocent life that was taken and I understand the deep pain felt by
Savannah’s grandmother. True justice would include bringing Savannah back to those who loved
her most. This sentencing honors our commitment to secure the degree of justice our system can
provide for Savannah and hold these defendants accountable for her death,” said County Attorney
Bill Montgomery. “These sentences reflect the abject failure of the defendants who were entrusted to
care for a little girl and instead neglected, abused and forced her to endure horrific treatment until her
death.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-10-21-CaretakersResponsible-for-Murder-and-Abuse-of-2-Year-Old-Savannah-Cross-Sentenced.html

Issa Saleh Sentenced to 10 Years for Convenience Store Shooting
Issa Said Saleh was sentenced today to 10 years in the Arizona Department of Corrections
for one count of aggravated assault, a dangerous felony, followed by three years of
supervised probation for a second count of aggravated assault, a non-dangerous felony.
Recently fired from a family-owned convenience store, Saleh returned and once inside
he shot four times at the owner who was helping a customer behind the counter. The
victim was stuck once in each shoulder at close range, but none of the injuries were life
threatening. After the shooting Saleh remained at the store until officers took him into
custody.

http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-10-24-Issa-Saleh-Sentencedto-10-Years-for-Convenience-Store-Shooting.html
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