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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
With the holiday celebrations behind us, we in the Maricopa
County Attorney’s Office return to the work of holding criminals
accountable and protecting the community. I’m pleased to say
that there is good news on this front, but it rarely if ever gets
reported by the media.
That’s why in this month’s issue of our newsletter, we feature
five public safety headlines you didn’t read in 2015 – but should
have. We also take a look at active shooter incidents, and what
you should and should not do if you happen to find yourself in
one of these dangerous situations.
Our award-winning program for investigating and prosecuting
strangulation cases received another important recognition, as
did two of our prosecutors. Our office also took some time to
recognize veterans in our community with a special charitable
donation.
Check out our calendar of events for the first Shred-a-Thon
and Citizens Academy of 2016, and follow us on Facebook and
Twitter to stay up to date with the work we do on your behalf
each and every day.

Bill Montgomery

Here’s to a safe and prosperous 2016!

Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney
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Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

Five Public Safety Headlines You Didn’t
See in 2015…But Should Have
By: Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney - Sheila Polk, Yavapai County Attorney - Barbara
LaWall, Pima County Attorney
2015 saw the media fixated on perceived problems with the
criminal justice system and specious suggestions for reform.
In the background Arizona’s public safety community has
kept our residents safer than ever. Here is what you didn’t
learn:
Arizona crime rates fall to 40-50 year lows. The FBI’s annual
crime data shows that crime rates in Arizona continue to fall:
violent crime sank to the lowest level since 1971; property
crime is at a level not seen since 1963. Of course, crime is
falling all across the nation (despite a 2015 Gallup poll that
showed 70 percent of Americans think crime is rising) – but
the big news in Arizona is that we are outpacing the national
decline by a significant margin. Theories abound on why, but one that cannot be ignored is that our criminal
justice policies are working exactly as intended to target and incapacitate those responsible for the majority
of offenses in our communities.
Victims’ rights remain strong. Arizona commemorated the 25th anniversary of the passage of a Victims’ Bill of
Rights in 2015. What was once unimaginable is now routine: victims are notified of all court proceedings and
are entitled to be present at any hearing where a defendant is present. Their right to be heard, at sentencing
or before any plea agreement is offered or approved, is being exercised. In the latest sign of Arizona’s
commitment to treat victims with fairness, dignity and respect, this year our state Supreme Court overruled
a trial court and affirmed a victim’s right to representation by private counsel and to present arguments in
pre-trial hearings.
Arizona continues to develop alternatives to incarceration. Since the passage of Proposition 200 in the 1990s,
which provided diversion programs to many first and second time drug offenders, Arizona has been a leader
in creating non-prison resolutions for non-dangerous, non-violent felons. Our specialty problem solving
courts for cases involving veterans, the mentally ill and homeless continue to grow and develop throughout
the state. Pima County’s pioneering Drug Treatment Alternative to Prison (DTAP) program validates a nonprison approach that saves lives, saves money and reduces crime. In 2015, Maricopa County launched a
Felony Pretrial Intervention Program, offering non-violent offenders a chance to have their cases dismissed if
they make full restitution to their victims and successfully complete required treatment programs.
The fruits of criminal activity are diverted to victims and public safety. Arizona continued to thwart illegal
activity by removing the tools used and the profits made from crime. In the fiscal year that ended in 2015,
roughly $65 million in assets connected to criminal activity was seized and returned to the state to compensate
victims, provide witness protection, fund prisoner re-entry programs, support drug and gang prevention
education, offer substance abuse treatment services, and train and equip police officers. Contrary to claims
by special interest groups seeking to dismantle these efforts, Arizona’s civil forfeiture process afforded due
process, judicial oversight, as well as notice and opportunity for property owners to be heard.
Spending on public safety remains unchanged. Arizona’s general fund expenditures for criminal justice,
corrections, and public safety held steady in 2015, representing about 12% of the state budget, a proportion
that has remained virtually unchanged since 1990. Contrary to the claims of many critics, there was no
massive expansion of state spending on police and prisons, nor has spending outpaced our population or
economic growth. If anything, our criminal justice dollar is going farther, keeping us safer, and generating a
return that is difficult to put a price on.

MCAO Strangulation Program Now “Live” on the
Government Innovators Network
The MCAO’s Strangulation Treatment and Offender
Prosecution (STOP!) program is now available for other law
enforcement agencies and prosecutors to read and learn more
about on the Government Innovators Network, an online forum
that highlights innovative public sector programs. Earlier this
year, the STOP! program was recognized with an Innovation in
American Government Award by the Harvard Kennedy School
Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation.
Launched in 2011, the STOP! program brings together
prosecutors, law enforcement agencies and healthcare providers
to obtain critical corroborating evidence in cases involving an
allegation of strangulation. Police and first responders transport
victims to hospitals and family advocacy centers where forensic
nurse examiners document injuries with advanced photographic
technology and collect available DNA evidence.
A Forensic Nurse Examiner uses a
“We are happy to see this successful program shared with
specialized
camera to document evidence
other agencies that can benefit from it,” said Maricopa County
of strangulation
Attorney Bill Montgomery. “Given that strangulation is a strong
predictor of future domestic violence, it’s important that law
enforcement have the tools to effectively address these offenses and prevent additional harm to victims.”
Prior to the STOP! program, prosecutors were only able to file charges in 14 percent of cases submitted
for review. In the most recent two-year period covering the program’s implementation, the filing rate has
exceeded 60 percent, representing a total of 682 cases. Roughly a third of the defendants were sentenced
to serve probation, and a third were sentenced to serve time in jail or prison and probation. The remainder
were sentenced to a term in jail or prison or are pending sentencing.
In addition to the recognition from the Harvard Kennedy School, the STOP! program has received an
Achievement Award from the National Association of Counties.

Officer Joan’s Safety Tips
Active Shooter Incidents
In light of recent active shooter incidents, we sat down for
an interview with Mike Branham, the Maricopa County
Attorney’s Office Investigations Division Training Coordinator
and Firearms Training Officer. Mike is currently the Firearms
Subject Matter Expert Committee Chairman for the Arizona
Police Officer Standards and Training board. He approves
lesson plans used to train law enforcement personnel and
approves certifications for law enforcement instructors.
Question: Mike, the shooting situation in San Bernardino
has instilled such an unsettling feeling for our citizens; what
are your thoughts on actions the public can take to help them
feel more secure? Is having a plan of action on what actions
to take in such a situation helpful?
Absolutely, having a plan is critical. First, accept the reality
that it is possible. Although the chances of being involved in
an active shooter situation are very slight, we should recognize
that a similar crisis could take place in our community.

Mike Branham, Investigations Division
Training Coordinator and Firearms
Training Officer

Most people have the mindset, “not me, not here” and pay
little attention to their surroundings. Bad guys are looking for prey; they don’t want to fight, they are
looking for a victim. I often quote Clint Smith, the owner of Thunder Ranch Training Center “If you look
like prey, you are going to get eaten.”
Always be aware of your surroundings; keep your head up and keep looking around. Watch for people
or things that are out of place, actions that do not seem normal – don’t be distracted when in public.
When out and about, know the address or name of businesses you are visiting and in which city you are
located. Look for the exits in the room where you are situated and the quickest way to leave. There are
several great websites and videos on-line that address these situations (see end of article for links).
The first action that should be taken if you find yourself in an active shooter situation is to get out, leave
and escape. If you cannot leave the area, find a secure space that you can lock yourself in and block the
doorway (if in an office, block the door with any furniture or items and get behind a file cabinet or desk
and stay low to the ground). The last resort is to fight. Remember, the term “cover” means to protect
yourself with items that might stop a bullet versus “concealment” which is a place to hide.
To recap, when an active shooter is in your vicinity:
1)

Run – have an escape route and plan in mind, leave belongings behind, keep your hands visible for
any Law Enforcement that may be responding.

2)

Hide – hide in an area out of shooter’s view, block entry to your hiding place and lock doors, silence
your phone or pager.

3)

Fight – as a last resort and only when your life is in imminent danger, attempt to incapacitate the
shooter, act with extreme physical aggression and attack the shooter with improvised weapons;
heavy objects like a fire extinguisher or chairs.*

Officer Joan’s Safety Tips Continued
Question: I have a friend that carries a handgun with her
everywhere – she has told me on numerous occasions that she is not
afraid to defend herself or her family when confronted with force. I
am concerned that if she fired her weapon in a public space that she
might injure an innocent person. What are the consequences if, in
her attempt to protect, she injures or kills an innocent person?
As a second amendment supporter, I respect the right of citizens to
carry a weapon to protect themselves. However, carrying a weapon
comes with a great deal of responsibility. If you choose to carry a
gun, you have an obligation to attend training and develop the skill
sets to properly handle a weapon. Practice safe deployment from
your chosen concealed carry holster (never carry a firearm loose in
a purse or pocket, it must be secured). You also need to develop the
marksmanship necessary to hit your intended target under stress.
You are responsible for the bullet from the time it leaves the gun to
the time it comes to rest. If someone else is injured or killed as a result
of your missing your intended target, you could be charged with
manslaughter or at the very least, reckless endangerment. In addition
to possible criminal charges, there is a great possibility of a civil suit.
Question: When police are dispatched to a call of someone with a gun or a shooting, if citizens are in
possession of weapons, are they taking a risk?
When police arrive on scene, they are focused on stopping the threat. If you have drawn your weapon
and are challenged by a law enforcement officer, do what they tell you to do! Don’t try to explain why
you have a weapon – comply with their commands and put it down. Likewise if you have a concealed
weapon, tell the Officer you have one and where it is located. Until the responding Officers determine
otherwise, everyone they encounter is considered to be a potential threat.
When law enforcement arrives on a scene, they will immediately secure the perimeter and look to
neutralize the threat. If the shooting is on-going, they will not stop to help the injured, they will move
past the victims to prevent more people from being hurt. Once the threat is contained or neutralized, the
next step is triage.
Expect to be detained, you will not be free to leave. Remain calm and follow the officers’ instructions
to show and raise your hands and follow any other instructions you are given. The responding Law
Enforcement agencies will have a lot to sort out and will at the very least require a statement from
everyone involved.
If you are going to carry a gun, you should have a discussion with your family about what you are going
to do if confronted with a life threatening situation. If you are in public with your family and you feel it
is necessary to use force, make sure your family members know what you want them to do – for example,
get away from the situation and the threat although you may not exit with them.
Links:
https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pr45zr9IXcs
https://www.dsac.gov/topics/active-shooter-resources
*Recommendations from the US Department of Homeland Security

MCAO Employees Raise Funds for Veterans
Seven years ago a group of inactive military
personnel in Maricopa County formed a small
peer support group that today has grown into a
successful organization that identifies transitional
housing and support services, as well as helps
rebuild the lives of local Marines, Army, Navy and
Air Force veterans. This year the MCAO annual
holiday tradition of supporting local charitable
organizations continued and MCAO employees
raised nearly $4,000 for the MANA House (Marines,
Army, Navy, Air Force) through the sale of Casual
Day passes.

MANA House Check Presentation

From left: Debbie MacKenzie, Custodian of
“Donations like this change lives,” said Andria
Records; Ann Pearson, Paralegal; Andria Hicks,
Hicks, MANA House Outreach Center manager.
VOC Manager WVO at MANA House;
“This will not just help one of our veterans, but
Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney
everybody, families, moms, dads and siblings. And
I am lucky enough to get to see every day what these donations do for people.”
MCAO paralegal Ann Pearson has been with the office for 18 years and during that time has volunteered
and helped with many community events; but the MANA House and helping veterans is a passion
for her, particularly since her father passed away in 2012. Her father had always been active with the
center and following his death Ann reached out to MANA House and inquired about things the often
overlooked female veterans may need. This led Ann to begin collecting and donating small toiletry items
for the female veterans and also was the ultimate driver that led Ann to recommend MANA House to the
MCAO as this year’s Casual Day organization. “It’s unfathomable to me that these people who served our
country to protect our freedom are living on the streets,” said Ann. “I want to do anything to help them.”
Andria agrees, “Raising awareness of women veterans is something everybody can get behind. It’s
gratifying to see these women who have worked so hard smile.” For more information or to make a
donation to the MANA House, visit https://www.manahouseaz.org/

Jason Kalish Honored with
Lifetime Achievement Award
The Arizona Association of Certified Fraud Examiners selected Deputy County
Attorney Jason Kalish to receive its Lifetime Achievement Award, an honor the
organization does not frequently bestow. In presenting the award at its recent
holiday luncheon and training event, the ACFE chapter noted Jason’s passion
for justice and, in particular, his successful prosecution of William Craig Miller,
who was ultimately sentenced to death for killing a family of five in Mesa in
order to silence a witness to an arson he had committed.
Jason joined the MCAO after receiving his J.D. from the University of Arizona
in 1997. He currently serves as the Training Bureau Chief where he devotes
his extensive prosecutorial experience to training and educating all incoming
attorneys and staff. He has also served as Chief of the MCAO’s Charging,
Prelim and Juvenile Bureaus.
In addition to State v. Miller, Jason’s other notable cases include the prosecution
of Joseluis Marquez for killing an ASU student while stealing her purse, and the
second retrial of Jonathan Doody, who was found guilty for fatally shooting nine
people in a Phoenix Buddhist temple in 1991, the worst mass murder in Arizona history.
“This recognition is well deserved in light of Jason’s demonstrated compassion for victims and his commitment to
see that justice is served in every case he handles,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “We are truly
fortunate to have someone of his character and caliber training the next generation of prosecutors in our office.”

Chris Sammons Honored by
Arson Investigators
The International Association of Arson Investigators has selected Deputy
County Attorney Christopher Sammons to receive its Attorney of the Year
Award for his successful prosecution in State v. John Mothershead. A tenyear veteran of the MCAO, Chris earned his J.D. from Baylor University and
currently works in the Gang Bureau. He has also prosecuted cases in the Drug
Enforcement Bureau, Repeat Offender Program, and Special Crimes Bureau.
“What I enjoy most about being a prosecutor is navigating unique and complex
cases through the trial process,” said Sammons. “The Mothershead case
was a particularly challenging case in that it was almost entirely based on
circumstantial evidence,” he added.
Defendant John Mothershead was convicted by a jury of arson of a structure
and theft with four prior felony convictions and sentenced to 17 years in prison
for breaking into a produce company where he worked, stealing cash from a
safe and then setting the building on fire. Although the fire caused significant
damage to the room where it was set, it eventually put itself out after running
out of oxygen. Mothershead was also sentenced to a consecutive three-year prison term for unrelated prior
burglaries, bringing his total incarceration to 20 years.
“Chris Sammons has served the citizens of Maricopa County with extraordinary skill and dedication,” remarked
Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “We are proud of his work and this important recognition from a
fellow law enforcement agency.”

Join us for the 2016 Citizens Academy
Go behind the scenes at the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office and see first-hand how prosecutors
assemble a case for trial. From arrest and booking to prosecution and sentencing, the award-winning
MCAO Citizens Academy takes you through the jail and into court to see each critical stage of the process.
The daylong program is a must for anyone interested in seeing our criminal justice system in action and
learning about the real “Law and Order.”
For information and an application, visit MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy.
Upcoming Dates for 2016
Thursday, January 21, 2016
Thursday, February 25, 2016
Thursday, March 24, 2016
Thursday, April 28, 2016
Thursday, May 26, 2016
Thursday, June 23, 2016

County Attorney Goes “Over the Edge” for
Special Olympics
Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery braved the
dizzying height of the 27-story CityScape Office Tower in
downtown Phoenix last month and rappelled down the
side of the building as part of the annual “Over the Edge”
fundraiser for Special Olympics Arizona. The County
Attorney and five other members of the MCAO Rappelling
Raptors Team joined more than a hundred other participants
in the event to support athletes with intellectual disabilities
who compete in the Special Olympics. “The last time I
rappelled was from an army helicopter under very different
circumstances,” Montgomery remarked. “This time around
our purpose was to show support and help raise funds for a
very worthy cause. It was well worth the thrill.”

The Rapelling Raptors
L to R: Chad Boesl, Bill Montgomery, Scott Miller,
Jessica Piper, Maryvonne Harbulot, Norma Medina

Upcoming Events Calendar
MCAO Citizens Academy
Thursday, January 21

Shred-A-Thon/Rx Drug Take-Back
Saturday, January 23

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Surprise PD
14250 West Statler Plaza #103
Surprise, AZ 85379

Kyrene Community Play Day
Saturday, January 23

Lovin’ Life After 50 Expo
Wednesday, January 27

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Kyrene Aprende Middle School
777 North Desert Breeze Boulevard, East #2
Chandler, AZ 85226

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Mesa Convention Center
263 North Center Street
Mesa, AZ 85201

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

Cases of Community Interest
Brian Yazzie Sentenced to 14 Years for Fatal DUI Hit-and-Run
An intoxicated driver who struck and killed an on-duty Chandler Police officer last year will
serve a 14-year term in the Arizona Department of Corrections. Under terms of the sentence
imposed by the Honorable Judge Warren Granville, Brian Yazzie will also be placed on probation
for seven years following his release.
“While this sentence cannot replace the life that was taken by this Defendant and his criminal
actions, it nonetheless underscores our unyielding determination to hold accountable those
who make the senseless decision to drink and drive,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill
Montgomery. “Our hearts are with Officer David Payne’s family and we will forever honor his
sworn commitment to protect the community.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2015/2015-12-04-Brian-YazzieSentenced-for-Fatal-DUI-Hit-and-Run.html
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Cases of Community Interest
Horseback Riding Instructor Ralph Carr Found Guilty of Sexual Abuse
A local horse riding instructor and trainer accused of sexually abusing seven young girls between
2002 and 2009 has been found guilty on all counts. After five indictments and two mistrials, Ralph
Lawrence Carr now faces a possible maximum prison sentence in excess of 50 years. His next
scheduled court appearance will be a status conference set for January 7, 2016.
“The victims in this case have waited a long time for justice,” said Maricopa County Attorney Bill
Montgomery. “These verdicts underscore our unwavering commitment to hold this Defendant
accountable for violating the innocence of these children and causing enormous pain for their
families.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2015/2015-12-08Horseback-Riding-Instructor-Ralph-Carr-Found-Guilty-of-Sexual-Abuse.html
County Attorney Declines to File Charges Against Greg Miller for Alleged Assault
Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery will not file criminal charges against State Board of Education
President Greg Miller for an alleged assault against Superintendent of Public Instruction Diane Douglas that
occurred during a board meeting on August 24, 2015. The incident was investigated by the Department of Public
Safety and forwarded to the County Attorney’s Office for review last month.
“In order to sustain a charge of assault under our criminal statutes, prosecutors must prove the intent to
insult, injure or provoke,” Montgomery said. “After thoroughly reviewing the information provided by DPS
investigators and carefully assessing the context within which these events took place, we have determined there
is no reasonable likelihood of proving the required elements of an assault offense beyond a reasonable doubt.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2015/2015-12-11-County-AttorneyDeclines-to-File-Charges-Against-Greg-Miller-for-Alleged-Assault.html
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