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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
It’s been a busy summer and now it’s already time to start getting the
kids ready for going back to school. Along with the school supplies,
the backpacks, new friends and teachers, it’s a good time to remind
yourself and your kids of important tips to stay safe at home, at school
and while traveling in-between.
One of our premier community outreach events will kick-off later this
month. Friday Night Football Patrol will begin its 6th season. Visiting
ten different high schools at football games over the regular high
school football season, the program educates teens about the dangers
of substance use and gives them the opportunity to sign a drug and
alcohol-free pledge. Check the MCAO website for dates and locations.
On a bittersweet note, last month, one of our most beloved employees
announced his retirement. Sam, MCAO’s first victim-support dog has
“hung up his vest,” and will be able to enjoy a more relaxed schedule.
With over six years of service, he has given comfort and support
to over 750 victims as they went through an often stressful judicial
process.
Also, at this time where it seems that the news is continuously
bringing us stories of discord in other communities, let’s take a
step back and look at the good things happening here in Maricopa
County. MCAO, Valley law enforcement agencies and various
community groups have a track record of open dialogue and engaging
in programs that enhance mutual understanding between those
who serve and those who are served. It’s by coming together as a
community that we can prevent and solve crimes and strengthen each
other.

Bill Montgomery

Enjoy the rest of your Summer!

In This Issue:
2 |	Working Together for a Stronger
Community
3 |	Sam, MCAO’s Beloved Victim
Support Dog, to Hang Up His Vest
4 |	Friday Night Football Patrol
Coming to a high school near you!
4 |	Join us for the Citizens Academy
this Fall
5 |	Back to School Safety
6 |	MCAO Receives Maricopa
Association of Governments Public
Partnership Award
6 |	36th Annual Law Enforcement Pow
Wow a Success
7 |	Governor’s Office of Highway
Safety gives special recognition to
Deputy County Attorney Aaron
Harder
7|	Upcoming Events Calendar
8 |	Cases of Community Interest

Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney

Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

Working Together for a Stronger Community
With 24-hour news, social media and cell phone cameras,
information from around the country travels to us in real time.
Something can occur thousands of miles away but it can feel
that it’s happening right here in our own back yard. As a result,
the experiences of others can perhaps feel like they belong
to us too. But with recent tensions and violent acts between
communities and law enforcement in other cities, we should
take a step back to look at our own community. When we do,
we see that Maricopa County is not encountering the same
types of unrest or experiencing the same degree of issues.
In fact, we are a model of best practices when it comes to
community involvement and how we handle Officer-Involved
Shootings.
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Just last month, U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch visited Phoenix to meet with Phoenix Police officers
and top officials to see firsthand examples of exceptional policing occurring right here.
Two education and training programs she came to learn more about specifically are Crisis Intervention
Teams that train officers how to de-escalate volatile situations, and Blue Courage that reminds officers
of why they sought to serve in the first place and underscore the ethical principles that safeguard
performance in the job and enhance the reputation of those sworn to serve the community.
Attorney General Lynch praised what she saw during her visit, stating that she was tremendously
impressed by the comprehensive instruction that the officers receive here. Her Office will be highlighting
this training as an example for other departments across the country. She saw Phoenix PD training as a
thoughtful, substantive and effective approach to a number of different scenarios.
MCAO is proud to have several proactive programs where we interact closely with the community,
as well. Year-to-date, we’ve held over 160 public events or forums, and interacted with around 19,000
people. We want to maintain this positive relationship with the community, so the first time the public
comes in contact with our office is not in a courtroom as a defendant or a victim. It’s too late to wait until
something bad happens in the community to begin a dialogue. Rather, when something happens in the
community, we can rely on the bridges of trust and those open channels of communication we’ve already
established to address concerns, preclude misunderstanding and keep our community strong.
Our local law enforcement knows that crimes are more effectively prevented and solved when we all
work together to be aware; which is why they actively seek community outreach and involvement to
share information and to keep the lines of communication open in both directions.
Following protests in Dallas and the horrific murder of five officers last month, Dallas Police Chief David
Brown put the matter into perspective, “Become a part of that solution. Serve your communities. Don’t be
a part of the problem…We’re hiring…We’ll put you in your neighborhood and we will help you resolve
some of the problems you’re protesting about.”

Sam, MCAO’s Beloved Victim Support Dog, to Hang
Up His Vest
After six years of tireless service to the County Attorney’s Office
and crime victims, MCAO’s first victim support dog, Sam, has
retired.
“Sam has truly been an asset to this Office. He has provided
comfort and unconditional support for victims of all ages, but
especially children,” said County Attorney Bill Montgomery.
“We thank Sam for his dedicated service to those at their most
vulnerable, and for his role in bringing criminals to justice by
helping victims through an often emotionally difficult process.”
Throughout his six-year career, Sam carried a caseload of an
average of 10 victims per month totaling more than 750 victims
he has helped through the often stressful and confusing judicial
process. With these victims he would attend hundreds of criminal
justice hearings including pretrial hearings, sentencings and trials.
All types of victims have been served and comforted by him: children, adults, the elderly, sex abuse
victims, stalking and domestic violence victims and the family members of those murdered.
Sam, a Golden Retriever-Irish Setter mix, was found as a puppy wandering around the streets of the
Sunnyslope area in Phoenix and was turned into the Humane Society facility on Hatcher. There, the
Foundation for Service Dog Support found him and fell in love with him. They thought he had the perfect
temperament needed for a service dog. Sam successfully completed training and, with financial support
from PetSmart, he came to work for the County Attorney’s Office on May 22, 2010.
Sam is a true trailblazer and is one of the first three Courthouse Dogs in the nation. He has been the
subject of many news articles and has appeared at numerous community events. His strong, but gentle
spirit will be missed from the halls of the County Attorney’s Office and the courtrooms of Maricopa
County Superior Court.
Sam’s retirement was effective as of July 29, 2016 and he will continue to live with his handler and Victim
Advocate, Rhonda Stewart.

Friday Night Football Patrol
Coming to a high school near you!
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office, in partnership with 104.7
KISS FM, will be visiting ten high school football games throughout
Maricopa County for the sixth season of Friday Night Football
Patrol (FNFP). A recent recipient of a National Association of
Counties (NACo) Achievement Award, this fun-filled program
allows MCAO staff volunteers to visit with high school students
and encourage them to sign the Teen Drug-Free Pledge, vowing
to stay drug and alcohol-free and avoid abusing prescription
medication. County Attorney Bill Montgomery is frequently on
hand, passing out literature and discussing prevention issues with
parents and school officials attending the games.
“This is a fun, relaxed environment to reach out to high school
students and remind them that the choices they make now can
impact the rest of their lives,” said Montgomery. “And it’s a
good opportunity to get information to parents about having that
conversation with their kids.”
On game day, MCAO staff volunteers visit the high school during
the lunch periods for a pre-game rally and have students sign the
Teen Drug-Free Pledge. This allows staff to reach students who may not be attending the game. On game
night, MCAO and KISS FM set up booths at the game along with our corporate sponsor. MCAO staff
volunteers have students sign the Teen Drug-Free Pledges while the KISS FM staff gives away prizes.
Afternoon DJ Reid is on hand and serves as the emcee for the event. At half-time, Reid draws one of the
pledges from the pledge box and that lucky winner receives a sponsored $500 VISA gift card. Since the
program began in 2011, more than 20,000 students have signed the pledge.
For more information about Friday Night Football Patrol and other programs focused on teens, please
visit SafeTeensAZ.org. For more information about MCAO community outreach initiatives, please visit
MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Community.

Join us for the Citizens Academy this Fall
Go behind the scenes at the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office and see first-hand how prosecutors
assemble a case for trial. From arrest and booking to prosecution and sentencing, the award-winning
MCAO Citizens Academy takes you through the jail and into court to see each critical stage of the process.
The daylong program is a must for anyone interested in seeing our criminal justice system in action and
learning about the real “Law and Order.”
For information and an application, visit MaricopaCountyAttorney.org/Academy.
Upcoming Dates for Fall
Thursday, September 22, 2016
Thursday, October 20, 2016
Thursday, November 17, 2016

Back to School Safety
It’s time to start shopping for school supplies and now is
a great time to review safety tips with your children. In
addition to basic information your children should know
(parents’ names, phone number and home address), here
are five topics for discussions with your children:
• Discuss rules for staying safe at home when you are
away and identify people in your neighborhood—
such as law enforcement officers and teachers—who
they can trust.
• Talk to your children about safety when traveling to
and from school. If you pick them up, remind them
that they cannot accept a ride from a person unless
prior arrangements have been made. However, in the event of an emergency, establish a safety word
– for example, if you ask a neighbor or friend to pick up your child, the adult must know the “safety
word” that is a secret between you and your child. Keep in mind that schools often only allow persons
on a pre-approved list to pick up a child from school.
• If your child takes the bus or walks home, review safe practices such as traveling with a buddy,
checking in with you as soon as they arrive home, safe places to keep the house key and what to do
in case of severe weather or injury. If they arrive home and find an open door, broken window or
ripped screen, tell them not to go into the home if things don’t look right. Go immediately to a trusted
neighbor.
• Talk with them about how to recognize something suspicious and what to do. For example, if they feel
that someone is following them, have them walk the opposite direction the vehicle is traveling. Talk
about ways they can get help. Also remind your children that adults do not need their help. If an adult
they do not know asks them to help with an errand, with directions, help in finding a lost pet or want
to take their photo, tell them to say no, get away and tell a trusted adult.
• As your children make new friends this school year, get to know the friends and meet their families –
and make sure you have the address and phone number of that family.
The most important rule your child should remember is that they need to “check first” with you before
going anywhere, with anyone at any time. Let them know that you are there for them and will not get
angry if they need to bring a situation to your attention, and when they want to share a problem or
concern with you, take the time to listen.

MCAO volunteers staffed a booth at the annual
Ninos Seguros Back to School and Safety Fair
at Grand Canyon University on July 23.
More than 1,000 children and families visited
the MCAO booth, where they received pencils and
safety information to prepare the students for the
upcoming school year.

MCAO Receives Maricopa Association of
Governments Public Partnership Award
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office has received the Maricopa
Association of Governments 2016 Desert Peaks Public Partnership
Award for its collaboration with multiple county agencies, the
courts and Mercy Integrated Care on Smart Justice, a program
aimed at preventing crime and reducing recidivism through
strategies targeted at the individual needs of offenders.
“Currently, about 40 percent of inmates released will reoffend,
creating additional burdens on the justice system and increasing
costs to the public; costs which come not only through the judicial process, but also through crime
itself from property loss, injury or death,” said County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “By addressing an
individual’s specific challenges there is greater hope of giving them the tools they need to make good
decisions and reintegrate into the community. For those unwilling to make the necessary changes and
take advantage of opportunities offered, further incarceration is the result.”
Smart Justice provides targeted treatment through diversion programs, specialty courts and education
to prevent future offenses. For those at highest risk of reoffending, key areas include dealing with drug
and alcohol abuse, mental health issues, education and employability and interpersonal skills. Lower-risk
individuals are offered treatment focusing on employment, school and family.
In August 2011, the Smart Justice program was launched when several agencies joined together in a
concerted effort to improve long-term public safety while controlling costs. Partnering agencies include
the Maricopa County Adult Probation Department, Maricopa County Correctional Health Services,
Maricopa County Human Services Department, Maricopa County Judicial Branch of Arizona, Maricopa
County Justice Courts, Maricopa County Office of Assistant County Manager and JSPI (Justice System
Planning and Information), Maricopa County Public Defender’s Office, Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office
and Mercy Maricopa Integrated Care.
The Maricopa Association of Governments Desert Peaks Public Partnership Award is given to the group
or project that has demonstrated a commitment to regionalism through public sector or public/nonprofit
partnership.

36th Annual Law Enforcement Pow Wow a Success
For four days in July, 150 city, county, state and federal law enforcement officers from across the state met in
Flagstaff for the 36th Annual Law Enforcement Pow Wow. Prosecutors, legal commission and taskforce members
representing the Automobile Theft Authority and the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission, to name a few, also
participated. Full days of training, criminology overviews and business meetings rounded out the week.
Karen Ashley, Chief of Investigations at MCAO can’t say enough good things about the phenomenal opportunities
presented each year at the Pow Wow for networking and training. “The Pow Wow is one of the best state-wide
occasions to address common issues across all sizes of jurisdictions and help those agencies with limited resources,”
said Chief Ashley. “The up-to-date training is important and is always relevant.” This year, attendees learned from
other jurisdictions about the impacts of the legalization of marijuana; presenters discussed the National Domestic
Violence Fatality Review Initiative that provides assistance for the review and prevention of domestic violence
deaths; and the importance of crisis intervention training was introduced.

Governor’s Office of Highway Safety gives special
recognition to
Deputy County Attorney Aaron Harder
Vehicular Crimes Bureau Chief Aaron Harder has been named Felony
Prosecutor of the Year by the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS).
This inaugural award recognizes Aaron as the “best vehicular homicide and
felony DUI prosecutor” in Arizona. In his 14 years with the Office, Aaron
has prosecuted hundreds of cases, including State v. Jakscht which involved a
commercial truck driver who drove into a group of motorcyclists, killing four
riders. Aaron ultimately secured a guilty verdict and Jakscht was sentenced to
26 years in prison. State v. Yazzie was another effective prosecution for Aaron
as the defendant rear-ended and killed Chandler Police Officer David Payne
while impaired. Aaron and prosecutor Ed Paine secured a guilty plea for
Yazzie and a 14-year prison sentence for second degree murder.
“Aaron’s commitment to removing impaired drivers from our roadways,
and for seeking justice for their victims is unsurpassed as evidenced by the
many contributions he makes to law enforcement training and prosecution,”
said Tony Novitsky, Major Offenders Division Chief. The GOHS agrees and
recognizes Aaron’s dedication to justice as well as his willingness to consult
with other experts throughout the case process, along with his contributions
to taskforces and committees across the state and the expertise he continues to
add to important DUI and MVD studies.

Upcoming Events Calendar
Vulture Peak Middle School Back to
School Night
Monday, August 8

DUI Awareness at Salt River
Recreation Center
Saturday, August 13

3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Vulture Peak Middle School
920 South Vulture Mine Road
Wickenburg, AZ 85390

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Salt River Recreation Center
9200 North Bush Highway
Mesa, AZ 85215

Friday Night Football Patrol
Friday, August 26

Friday Night Football Patrol
Friday, September 2

6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Highland High School
4301 East Guadalupe Road
Gilbert, AZ 85234

6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Alhambra High School
3839 West Camelback Road
Phoenix, AZ 85019

Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

Cases of Community Interest
Zakary Howard Sentenced to 18 Years for His Role in the Murder of a Friend
Zakary Howard was sentenced to 18 years in the Department of Corrections for his role in the
April 2015 shooting death of a friend. Howard’s co-defendant and the convicted shooter, Richard
Burns, was sentenced to 25 years on June 15, 2016.
“Though the defendant was found not to be the shooter, his participation in the crime and
unwillingness to offer any type of aid to the victim earned him this sentence,” said County
Attorney Bill Montgomery. “With this greedy, callous act, three young lives were destroyed.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-07-01-ZakaryHoward-Sentenced-to-18-Years-for-His-Role-in-the-Murder-of-a-Friend.html

Christopher Simcox Sentenced to 19.5 Years for Two Counts of Molesting a Child
Christopher Simcox was sentenced to 19.5 years in the Department of Corrections for two counts of
molestation of a child and one count of furnishing obscene materials to a minor. He was convicted
on June 8, 2016.
“The defendant committed unconscionable acts against a young child, the emotional and
psychological effects of which she’ll have to deal with her entire life,” said County Attorney Bill
Montgomery. “This sentence won’t take back the harm he has done, but it removes the opportunity
for him to prey on another child.”
http://www.maricopacountyattorney.org/newsroom/news-releases/2016/2016-07-11Christopher-Simcox-Sentenced-for-Two-Counts-of-Molesting-a-Child.html

Maricopa County
Attorney’s Office

