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From the Desk of Bill Montgomery
For many Valley residents, summertime is vacation time.
Unfortunately, burglars remain hard at work even in the heat,
which is why protecting your home against unwanted visitors
is critical. We’ll share some valuable tips on how to safeguard
your residence – along with other useful crime prevention
information – at our upcoming Citizen Safety Forum this month.
Additional details are in this issue of our newsletter.
Speaking of preventing crime, our recent Mega Shred-AThon drew hundreds of people who took advantage of this
free opportunity to destroy sensitive documents and financial
records which helps reduce the risk of identity theft. Events like
these are part of the reason Arizona has dropped from number
one in the nation for ID theft to number 14.
While ID theft – and many other types of crime – are on a
downward trend, heroin use and related overdose deaths
are, sadly, on the rise. In this month’s issue, we tell you more
about this disturbing trend and some of the resources available
to combat it. We also highlight the latest success story in our
efforts to prosecute child prostitution, plus an example of how
our team of talented specialists turned a simple crime scene
diagram into a compelling trial exhibit.
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Wishing you an enjoyable – and safe – summer.

Bill Montgomery
Until next time,

Bill Montgomery, Maricopa County Attorney

Our job is to ensure the guilty do not escape justice and innocence
does not suffer.

Mega Shred-A-Thon 2016 a Huge Success
As part of its ongoing effort to combat identity theft, on
April 18, the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office teamed
up once again with CBS 5 and International Paper to
hold the annual Mega Shred-A-Thon at International
Paper’s industrial facility at Washington and 30th Street.
Individuals were able to bring up to fifteen boxes of
documents to have destroyed for free.
Twenty-three volunteers from the County Attorney’s
Office, employees of International Paper, and CBS 5’s
own Dave Cherry were there to provide information and
keep the operation running smoothly.
“One of the most important steps in protecting your identity is to properly dispose of records that you no
longer need,” said Bill Montgomery. “The annual Mega Shred-A-Thon is a great opportunity to clear out
your files and let MCAO volunteers help you dispose of them.”
The event was so popular, that some people waited an average of 45 minutes to drop off their papers. But
once they reached the drop-off point, MCAO volunteers moved quickly to unload the boxes and bags and
get people on their way.
By the end of the day, 210 tons of paper had been shredded and people in approximately 2400 cars had
the opportunity to take action to protect their identity.

Heroin Deaths on the Rise in Arizona
At a recent news conference, County Attorney Bill
Montgomery highlighted the growing use of heroin,
and abuse of prescription opioids occurring in
Arizona and the deadly consequences it is bringing to
our communities.
“The use of heroin creates such devastating effects
on individuals, families and communities,” said
Montgomery. “Awareness of the enormity of this
problem is crucial if we are to provide meaningful
help to those struggling with addiction and to prevent
more from going down this dark path.”
The scope of the problem
Citing the most recently available statistics from the Arizona Department of Health Services, Montgomery
pointed out that in 2014 the state had 101 deaths from heroin overdose, a 55 percent increase from the
previous year at 65. Pharmaceutical opioid poisoning resulted in 190 deaths and 579 hospital visits
during this time. Since 2010, deaths attributed to heroin poisoning have increased 93 percent.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the increase in heroin overdoses can
be attributed to two things: widespread exposure and addiction to prescription opioids and an increase in
the heroin supply.

For many people, the path to heroin begins with being overprescribed certain pain medications containing
opioids such as hydrocodone (Vicodin), oxycodone (OxyContin, Percocet), morphine and codeine. After
prolonged use, dependence and addiction can occur.
For those who have developed dependence, they may turn to heroin for a stronger high, ease of
availability and a lower cost than prescription medication. According to the U.S. Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), an estimated 80 percent of heroin users started out
abusing prescription drugs.
A nefarious aspect to heroin and prescription opioids is the unique ability of our bodies to adapt to the
drug so that more and more is required to achieve the desired feeling. After a time, many addicts report
that they no longer “get high,” but must keep using more just to feel normal. These factors can lead to
an overdose. The effect of an opioid overdose is a dramatic slowing in respiration and, ultimately, heart
failure, leading to death.
Public awareness and education
Preventing heroin use and opioid abuse will require greater awareness and education. The public needs
to be aware that this is a real epidemic that impacts people in their own communities; it can affect the
educated and affluent as well as those with modest means. Here are a few examples of some outreach
that is being done to help.
MCAO employees and volunteers will be presenting curriculum-based, anti-drug presentations for
children at several community centers and summer camps in the Valley. Stay tuned to our website,
MaricopaCountyAttorney.org, for information about events in your area.
One educational resource is a special series produced by the Cronkite School of Journalism in 2015 titled,
“Hooked: Tracking Heroin’s Hold on Arizona,” for which it recently received the prestigious Alfred
I. DuPont Award. The series delves into the disturbing world of heroin and opioid use, its causes and
impacts. County Attorney Bill Montgomery participated in the video documentary.
-Hooked: Tracking heroin’s hold on Arizona: hookedaz.cronkitenewsonline.com/documentary/
During his press briefing, County Attorney Montgomery also shared a video titled “This Is (Not) About
Drugs,” produced by Overdose Lifeline, in which several young people who either struggle with drugs or
are close to someone who does share their own stories.
-This Is (Not) About Drugs: www.youtube.com/watch?v=21FItc9x4VI
“What is compelling to me is hearing young people share, in their own words, their experiences in
the hopes that others will heed the warning. We need kids and young adults to know that trying the
drug even one time can very likely lead to a long-term path of addiction and possibly death,” said
Montgomery.

Free Safety Forum Offers Crime Prevention Tips
On April 21, the MCAO teamed up with the City of
Surprise police department to hold the 2016 Citizen
Safety Forum.
Approximately 152 local residents in the West Valley
gathered to learn how to reduce crime and improve
their personal safety and security. The free event
featured sessions on personal and home safety,
prescription drug safety, and phone scams as well
as a complimentary lunch and a Q&A session with
Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery.
“This event is an excellent opportunity for citizens
to learn important information that can help them
avoid becoming a crime victim,” remarked Maricopa
County Attorney Bill Montgomery. “By heeding
these tips, citizens can help us in our shared mission of improving public safety in Maricopa County.”
Among the highlights:
Sgt. Tim Klarkowski of the Surprise PD gave a presentation on Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design—how to make your home a crime deterrent through the use of lighting, landscaping, mechanical
and organized security.
In another presentation, Carlena Orosco from the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission and Dawna
Allington from the Area Agency on Aging addressed the rise in deaths from the misuse or abuse
of prescription pain medications, and gave recommendations on the safe storage and disposal of
prescription medications.
In the final presentation, Joan Campbell, a member of the Community Affairs Team at the Maricopa
County Attorney’s Office, and retired City of Glendale Police Officer talked about a number of phone
scams that are common throughout the valley and nationwide. She offered helpful tips on how to
recognize these scams and protect oneself from the deceptive tactics they employ.
The Citizen Safety Forum will travel to the East Valley this month. See below for details and
registration information.

Take Action to Secure Your Home
Some of us spend a lot of time planning our summer vacation. We
meticulously research hotel rooms, airfares, study maps and plan
activities. But as vacation season gets underway, how much are you
thinking about the security of your home when you’re away?
Criminals look for the path of least resistance and only need a few
minutes to break into your home and steal what is valuable. But there
a few simple actions you can take to deter crime from your home.
• The first thing to think about is how to make your house the least
appealing house on the block for criminals. Do this by making sure
that your entrances, garage and driveway are visible from the street
by keeping shrubs and trees appropriately trimmed and keeping these areas well lit at night.
• Having a home alarm system is a great deterrent, but even if you don’t have one, you can display an alarm
company sign.
• Never hide a spare key in obvious places. Criminals know what those hide-a-key boxes look like and all the
typical hiding spots, such as under a rock, planter or mat by the door, or on top of the door ledge. Instead, get a
coded key box or leave a spare key with a trusted neighbor.
• Arrange to have someone pick up your mail or have the Post Office hold it for you. The same goes for
newspaper deliveries.
• If you can, leave a television or radio playing to make it sound like someone is home.
A thief takes only 5-30 seconds for entry and spends roughly 3-5 minutes in your house.
The first stop for a burglar is the Master bedroom and master bath, so find another location
to store valuables.
The most valuable thing a thief can take is your identity, so don’t leave documents with sensitive
personal information out in the open or in easily accessible places.

When you’re at home
From burglary reports reviewed by the MCAO, we regularly see scenarios where a homeowner was too busy to
answer the door, or didn’t recognize the person knocking, so they ignored it.
Bad idea.
Frequently, these situations are followed by the door being kicked in or a stranger breaking into the house from the
backyard.
Typically, burglars are attempting to locate homes where the residents are NOT present so that they can enter
without confrontation and have a better chance of stealing property without the danger of being identified.
A good piece of advice is to ALWAYS respond to the knocking when it is someone you don’t know by calling
through the door, “not interested,” “go away,” “I am busy, go away or I will call the police,” etc. but NEVER open
or unlock the door, just loudly call through it. The object is to let the stranger know that someone is at home inside
the residence that is awake and alert and able to call the police.
In another scenario, a stranger may come to your door and ask to use your phone. They may say their car broke
down, or it might be someone adamantly insisting that they need help. In those instances, DO NOT open your
door, but offer to make the phone call for them.
If someone comes to your door to perform a service on your home or property and you weren’t expecting them, ask
for identification. It’s okay to call the company and verify that they sent someone out.
Lastly, call the police anytime you see strange activity in the neighborhood.

Another ‘Pimp’ Off the Streets
On March 29, 2016, Andre Antonio Adams, known on the streets
as “Chicago,” was convicted on ten counts of child prostitution
for trafficking two young girls, and two additional counts of
Involving or Using a Minor in Drug Offenses for providing
marijuana to them. The girls, both aged 15, were runaways.
The twelve counts include one for each victim and for each act of
causing them to engage in prostitution, transporting them with
the intent that they engage in prostitution, receiving earnings
from prostitution, and also giving marijuana to the girls. The
charges in the case stem from two known incidents.
The crimes occurred in January 2015, around the time of the
Super Bowl, an event which sadly attracts more sex trafficking
and prostitution. Officials with The Greater Phoenix Area
Human Trafficking Task Force had been looking out for this type
of illicit activity in the area, and while searching through online
ads offering sex for hire, they came across an ad posted online by
Adams that contained photos of young girls.
Undercover officers responded to the ad to set up a “date” with
the girls. The meeting was set for January 20, 2015.
According to the victims, the day prior—January 19, 2015—Adams took the girls to a motel where he had
rented a room. He left the two in the room to engage in acts of prostitution. While at the motel, a “John”
they knew by the name of “David,” arrived, and the two girls had to have sex with him for money. After
the encounter, the Defendant returned to the motel and took all their earnings.
The next day he drove them to another motel, at which he had rented a room in someone else’s name to
avoid detection by law enforcement. It was at this motel that an undercover officer later met the two girls
while posing as a “John.” This encounter led to their rescue and later, Adams’ arrest.
“The sexual exploitation of children is an insidious act that defies the most basic standards of humanity,”
said Bill Montgomery. “It is the priority of my Office to prosecute these criminals to the fullest extent
allowed by law. Thanks to the work of local law enforcement, The Greater Phoenix Area Human
Trafficking Task Force and the dedicated staff of the County Attorney’s office, this Defendant will serve a
lengthy term in prison which will prevent him from causing further harm to our community.”
Adams faces a minimum sentence of 250.5 years in prison, with a potential of more than 300 years. He is
scheduled for sentencing on May 3.

ENDTRAFFICKING

Clean Drawings of an Ugly Scene:
State v. Thomas Riley
On June 29, 2008, Thomas Riley and two accomplices
entered the cell of a fellow prisoner and stabbed him
114 times. The motive? “Riley wanted to become
a member of the Aryan Brotherhood,” stated the
prosecutor on the case. “In order to get into the
gang, Riley had to kill another inmate.”
In trying the case, the prosecutor felt it was critical
that the jury understood the space in which the
murder took place. While the investigators sketched
diagrams at the scene, there was a concern they
might not be clear enough. “The original scene
diagrams preserved the evidence, but didn’t focus on
the story of the case – in particular, how trapped the
victim was, how he stood no chance, and the amount
of blood that was spilled in that cell.” Because of this, the prosecutor felt a new diagram of the scene
“could tell a more specific story.”
Forensic Exhibit Specialist Gary Hodges was tasked with recreating diagrams of the victim’s cell and
much of the rest of the prison block. “We’ve redone scene diagrams quite a few times. But whenever we
do it, it’s not because the original diagrams are bad,” says Hodges. “They just serve a different purpose.
Diagrams made at the scene show the general layout, show where things were found, and note some
measurements. They’re not meant to be pretty, they’re meant to record information – like a doctor’s
handwriting on a prescription. Which means they can be a little abstract to most people.”
Why not use the photos from the scene? “In cases like this, there are a few reasons photos aren’t as useful
as you’d think,” says Hodges. “Firstly, because a prison cell is a very small space, all the photos were
taken from not very far away – so it’s hard to get a sense of spatial context. You’re not sure where you
are in the room or which way you’re facing. Secondly, the photos are very graphic. And the defense
often fights to keep graphic images out if they’re worried they’d make a jury less sympathetic to the
defendant.”
Using the original diagrams and the scene photos as a reference, Hodges created new, cleaner illustrations
that made certain details more obvious, clearly labeled where all the evidence was found, and paid
particular attention to scale so the jury would have a better sense of how small the cell actually was.
“Some of that is subconscious. You could just draw a rectangle and label it ‘BED,’ but if I put a pillow on
it, it becomes less abstract and helps you with scale. You know how big a pillow is, so now you know
how big the room is too, without even thinking about it.”
The diagrams were used throughout the guilt phase of the trial with approximately half of the witnesses.
They were constantly displayed so the jury could memorize the layout, distances, and get a general
feeling for where all the blood evidence was located. By the time the jury began their deliberations, the
layout of the prison block and cell were familiar places in their minds’ eyes.
The unrepentant Riley – who bragged about the murder in a letter afterward – was found guilty of first
degree murder and assisting a criminal street gang.

MCAO Welcomes Eddie Johnson,
Long-Time Intelligence Expert
Maricopa County Attorney Bill Montgomery announced
the appointment of prominent law enforcement and
intelligence expert Eddie Johnson as the new Director
of Research and Planning for the Maricopa County
Attorney’s Office. Johnson, who rose through the
ranks from Private and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel,
enjoyed a distinguished military career including his
most recent position as a G2, Senior Army Intelligence
Officer. While in that position he deployed to Kabul,
Afghanistan and served as the Intelligence Operation
Chief for the Combined Security Assistance Command
(CSTC-A). As a liaison for threat information and
security operations, he facilitated situational awareness
interfaces and information-sharing among local and state
Eddie Johnson in Kabul, Afghanistan, 2011,
fusion centers and at the national level to ensure a solid
Combined Security Transition Commandunderstanding of the Common Operation Picture (COP).
Afghanistan (CSTC-A)
In addition, Johnson has trained and advised officers on
Department of Defense intelligence policy process requirements and has had direct oversight of Special
Security Officers within his office. Johnson has also spent a portion of his career in academia where he
served as the Department Chair of Military Science and Leadership at the University of North Carolina,
Charlotte. Prior to that assignment he was responsible for deploying upwards of 2,800 soldiers consisting
of Special Forces, Aviation, Field Artillery, Military Police, Transportation and Military Intelligence.
Complementing his extensive intelligence background, Johnson holds Master’s Degrees in both Strategic
Intelligence and Homeland Security.
“Eddie Johnson is not only a skilled and strategic leader; he arrives at our office ready to put our
prosecution-driven intelligence work into action,” said Bill Montgomery. “His dedication to targeting
priority offenders and implementing new approaches to keeping our streets safe will help our prosecutors
and our communities in our continuing partnership with law enforcement.”
Johnson will lead a small team of crime analysts – making the MCAO one of only a handful of prosecution
offices in the U.S. with certified strategic and tactical crime analysts on staff. Together with a dedicated
research staff and investigators at the MCAO, Johnson will bring new technology to the office, including
strategic mapping and the ability to not only understand the nuances of the crimes and offenders in our
community, but also to forecast criminal activity throughout Maricopa County. Prosecutor’s offices are
slowly joining the intelligence movement that has historically existed only in traditional police agencies.
Understanding more about offenders and prosecutor-driven intelligence supports MCAO’s mission of
identifying crime, targeting the application of prosecution resources and ultimately long-term crime
reduction.
“I am looking forward to having a positive impact on the criminal problem set and jumping in full-speed
ahead at the MCAO. My transition is already proving to be seamless as the intelligence cycle is essentially
the same whether it is focused on the criminal element or other bad actors an ocean away. The processes
to identify these criminals are no different, just a few unique nuances overall that are easily adaptable.
Intelligence–driven work like what is being accomplished at the MCAO and prosecutors’ offices around
the country is an important next step in fighting crime,” said Johnson. “It is an honor to join the third
largest county prosecution agency in the country and help cultivate this important coordination with our
law enforcement and community partners.”

Upcoming Events Calendar
Citizen Safety Forum - East Valley
Wednesday, May 4

Phoenix Cinco de Mayo Festival
Saturday, May 7

8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Chandler Community Center
125 East Commonwealth Avenue
Chandler, AZ 85225

2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Downtown Phoenix
200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

Phoenix Cinco de Mayo Festival
Sunday, May 8

KROC Center Water Safety Day
Saturday, May 14

12:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Downtown Phoenix
200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
The Salvation Army KROC Center
1375 East Broadway Road
Phoenix, AZ 85040

MCAO Citizens Academy
Thursday, May 26
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office
301 West Jefferson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003
Events are subject to change. Check MaricopaCountyAttorney.org to stay up to date with our events.

